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Figure 27: Diana Davies / New York Public Library

Equality March

The media attention on Stonewall in 1969 was incredibly hostile, with papers using

derogatory language to describe the uprising and its participants. Media coverage in

contemporary times has been far less hostile, although there is not complete support. In 2017 the

annual Equality March for Unity and Pride had thousands of people around the country

participate in one of the biggest protests since President Donald Trump took office (BBC, 2017)

(Figure 28). In New York City, the community returned to Stonewall Inn to host a solidarity rally

for the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) community to stand with immigrants,

refugees, and asylum seekers outraged by the president’s executive order banning refugees and

travelers from certain Muslim-majority countries from entering the US (Walters, 2017) (Figure

29). However, a leaked executive order draft revealed a sweeping federal authorization of

discrimination against gays in the name of religious freedom the week before the rally, giving it a

new lens and added focus (Walters, 2017). Images of the March show thousands of signs and

rainbow flags everywhere (Figure 30).
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Figure 28: Erik McGregor / Getty Images

Figure 29: Spencer Platt / Getty Images

Figure 30: Erik McGregor / Getty Images
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The media coverage of the Marches across the country focused on what the marchers

themselves were saying. The Guardian quoted Kimbrough, a 26-year-old New York-based

clothing designer, and assistant for an app company that provides services to entrepreneurs: “We

are going to go there and fight about this. I’ve been trying to block out what Trump’s been doing

because it’s so depressing, but they are trying to legalize discrimination, and that really makes

me sad and angry, there has been so much bad news when he has been in office for such a short

time.” Many participants expressed that this time in history would be a turning point for the

LGBTQ+ movement. The participants saw it as an opportunity to note that while LGBT rights

have increased over the past decade, there is still a long way to go, according to NPR. There is

also a focus on making sure that the different media state the correct identities of participants.

For example, the NPR article stated Estrellia Sanchez, a transgender woman from Atlanta born

and raised in Mexico, said she attended the march to fight on multiple fronts — through her

passions for immigration reform, prison reform, and transgender rights. “I want equity for my

community who are incarcerated,” she said. “I am human.” Sanchez is one of many who traveled

far for this march.

The media also discussed how the political spectrum influenced this march. PBS

published an article about the march focusing on how in February, the Trump administration

repealed guidelines from former President Barack Obama’s administration that had directed

schools to allow students to use the bathroom that corresponds to their gender identity—leading

to more participants in the Equality March than in years past. Moreover, Vice President Mike

Pence had voiced support for conversion therapy to change people’s gender identity or sexual

orientation, a practice the American Psychiatric Association has said harms LGBTQ+ people.

Pence also said marriage should be restricted to a heterosexual couple. Pense’s evocative
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language brought many participants to attend the march. The BBC pointed out how the march

comes nearly a year since the shooting at a gay Florida nightclub, Pulse, which killed 49 people

and was one of the deadliest mass shooting in U.S. history up to that time. The media framing of

the event was very different than at the Stonewall uprising. The change in the media tone

indicates that the movement has progressed. The rainbow flag has done a lot to advance the

movement. The flag helped created a symbol the community could rally around. The flag is one

way to immediately recognize the LGBTQ+ liberation ideology in action and those offering

levels of support. Having a recognizable symbol to represent the movement allowed the media to

focus on the actual participants as they already knew the overarching ideology they stood for of

LGBTQ+ liberation (Figure 31).

Figure 31: Erik McGregor / Getty Images

March Against Death

The Vietnam War caused some of the largest anti-war protests in the United States. The

largest and most influential of these protests was the March Against Death (Rothman, 2014)

(Figure 32). On the night of Thursday, Nov. 13, 1969, the “March Against Death” began

(Rothman, 2014) (Figure 33). By the time that weekend was over, Washington, D.C., had seen
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more protesters than any single historical event had ever drawn (Rothman, 2014). The historic

November rallies were part of a string of demonstrations worldwide, with groups from San

Francisco to Boston and London petitioning for peace (Rothman, 2014). Thousands of others

involved in the antiwar movement joined affiliated protests in cities and college campuses across

the country, including a march through San Francisco that attracted 30,000 (Figure 34). The size

and breadth of the October and November protests surpassed the organizers’ grandiose

expectations (Figure 35). The March Against Death drew more than 45,000 protesters who

walked single file along the four-mile route with their candles and placards for 36 hours

(Rothman, 2014).

Figure 32: Rita Dragonette

Figure 33: AP Photography
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