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zeferring to our ccnversaticn in Seattle, Wash, on or about
august 18th, concerning you communicstion of June 6th, 1906, addressed
t¢ me &% Iome, Alaska, =nd ypursuant to yeur request that I say vhatever

Lo d

I have to say after returning to Iiome, 1 nOW beg to report as follows:-
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number of persons is a copy of an original statement by her, and certified
toc ne & true copy by my assistant J. J. Reagan, at a time when ne was
geting U, 8, Attorney during my absence. The matter was brought to the
sttenticn of my office during my absence in the States a year ago last
summer and upon the evidence of native witnesses Thomas C, Hoyes was
indicted by the grand jury for statutory rape of the native girl Xlsie
Domslok alleged to be at the time of the interceurse under the age of
sixteen years, You are no doubt aware that sexusl intercourse with &
woman in Alaska not ones wife, under the age of sixteen years constitutes
statutory rape as distingnished from forcible rape, Thomas loyes is a

voung man, one of the most prominent if not the most prominent citizen
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of Candle, Alsske in this division of the District, He was happilj

married and this indictment caused him and his wife mich unhappiness,

lre Hoves however, instead of collapsing as an ordinary woman would have
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done, cume Airect to Fome with a number of witnesses and promptly visited
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Departnent of Justice,

OFFICH OF
United States Attorney,
SECCHD DIVISIOL, DISTRICT OF ATASKA,
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me at ny office and candidly stated to me her purpose was to convince me
that her husbagnd had not cocmmitted any such crime, Resalizing that the
matter was of most vitsl conseqguence to the lives of these pecnle I per-
mitted iire Hoyes to furnish all of the evidence which she coculd to ais-
preve the charge in advance of any trigl, In the course of the investi-
gation it transpired that Elsie's own mother showed Zlsie's. age to be in
feet seventeen snd one half years, The proof alsoc showed several other
scts of sezmagl intercourse between the girl Zlsle and cother white men in
sné sbouvt Csndle long pricr teo the birth of Hlsie's child, There was
sbsolutely no evidence of any act of intercourse between HElsie and Tom
Hoyee except the testimony of Zlsie herself, The white man who kept the
reud house where Elsie charged the seduction to have tsken place, specific-
£lly denied that it was true, 1In this state of the evidence it was obvious
“to me that if the government should present such a case to a Jjury only one
result would be possible, and that would be thet the court at the conclu-
glon of the government case would he obliged to instruct the jury tc bring
in & verdiet of not guilty. The very fact that Tom Hoyes was a very prom-
inent and weslthy man mede it 811 the more difficult and embarassing for
me to move to dismiss the cause against him for I realized at the time thsat
these facts would cause my enemies to sccuse me of either favoritism or

cerruption; bhut npon the matter I coculd not conscientionsly
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prosecute the case witn such eviderce and so moved the court 4o dismiss the

Gase, which fthe conrt did stating at the time that it was upon vhe sole
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Department of Justice,

CFFICE OF
United States Attorney,

SHCOND DIVISION, DISTRICT OF ALASKA,

responsibility of the U. S, Attorney, which sole responsibility I

cherefully shouldered,

I dc¢ not know of anything that can be done for the benefit of
> <O

the girl Zlsie, The overwhelming opinion of the people of Candle Creek

fete

s tc the effect that Woyes was not gullty, snd it is a well known fact

1Y

in Csndle Creek that Hoyes and his wife are the best friends that the
nsbives in that region have and always hgve been, Elsie's mother is a

fine Rskimo woman, recognized by all the people of that country as the

best native woman around the place, I have no doubt that she is teking
good care of her dsughter and grandchild, but I will tske measures o

obtain information upon the subject which I will forward to you at some
later time, 1n the méantime I beg to enclose back to yen certified
copy of the statenent enclosed in wvour letter to me sc tha% the natter
to which this report refers will De intelligihle to you at this time,

B Very respectfully,

Hen.vy i, Hoyt

U, 5. Attorney,.
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