Whittier College

Poet Commons
Richard Nixon Oral History Project

Archives and Special Collections

7-14-1971

Jane Milhous Beeson (July 14, 1971, first interview)
Edward C. Nixon

Follow this and additional works at: https://poetcommons.whittier.edu/nixon

Oral History Interview
with
MRS. JANE MILHOUS BEESON
July 14, 1971
Lindsay, California
By Mr. Edward C. Nixon
For the Richard Nixon Oral History Project

NIXON:

We are in Lindsay, California, at the home of Jane
Milhous Beeson, and this is the 14th day of July,
1971. Aunt Jane, you were telling me about going to
Riverside [California]. Did you go over with Aunt Olive [Rose
Olive Milhous Marshburn] or by yourself to see Edith [Milhous
Timberlake]?

BEESON:

Alden [Joseph Alden Beeson] and Jean [Thomson Beeson]
stopped by here and picked me up and took me through
Riverside and stopped by there to see Edith. We had
a real good visit with her. She is quite frail and seemed
weaker than when I had last seen her. And she seemed so rigid.
Her hands are completely shut tight, and I couldn't pull her
arm away from her body, and she had not been that way before.
It was worrying me a lot, but she was quite alert mentally.
NIXON:

That would be just like Aunt Edith, wouldn't it? She
was always just as bright as a minute. In fact, I
couldn't imagine her sleeping when I went to visit
her.

BEESON:

Well, she's interested in the whole family. Wants
to know about each and everyone. She's always been
that way.

NIXON:

You know, I mentioned a little bit ago the house you
had over here by the hill outside Lindsay. When did
you move there? Can you remember the year approxi
mately, or how old the children were then?
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BEESON:

Well, we got that place when Barbara [Jane Beeson]
was about a year and a half old.

NIXON:

So in the early 1930's. Would my brothers have
visited you there in those days?

BEESON:

No.

NIXON:

Not in that place.

BEESON:

Southwest of Lindsay. We were on that place out there
when Richard was out here.

NIXON:

Southwest of Lindsay.

BEESON:

Right over in that direction. Right straight west of
Strathmore about a mile and a half, and it's about
three miles south of Lindsay.

NIXON:

I see.

BEESON:

Yes.

NIXON:

He spent some time here, didn't he?

BEESON:

Oh, yes, about six months.

NIXON:

Lived with you?

BEESON:

Oh, yes, one of the family.

NIXON:

How does he compare in age with Alden and Sheldon
[Chantry Beeson]?

BEESON:

He was four months older than Alden.

NIXON:

Did they get along?

BEESON:

Why, sure.
he?

NIXON:

In fact, of all the things I can remember, he was
always settling the arguments rather than getting
into them.

BEESON:

Yes.

NIXON:

I think your paper was just delivered.
paper in here?

BEESON:

The Visalia Times-Delta, I get. The Fresno Bee is the
one that most people get, but that's so definitely

Strathmore [California]?

That's where Richard came up here.

Richard gets along with everybody, doesn't

Yes, all three of them got along fine together.
What is the
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Democratic, and I don't like the slant of the news in the
Fresno paper, and the Times-Delta is very good.
NIXON:

The Fresno Bee; that is quite a name. Fresno is
getting to be such a large city that it's bound to
have, I guess.

BEESON:

Surely is.

NIXON:

Well, when we consider what we're trying to put to
gether down there in Southern California, I ment ioned
it to you the last time I was here a little bit. But
it is coming to a head more and more, this idea of building a
museum or something like that, or a Presidential library like
all the others is part of what's going to happen, no doubt
about it. But what Dick would like, I think, a lot, is more of
a monument to the Western united States in a national sense, so
that people who live out here and can't afford to go all the
way across the country can get a little taste of what national
government is all about, and this is as far west as anybody has
ever come from to go back to Washington and become President.
So that's the idea. The question is still up for settling as
to where the library is going to be. It might be down at Irvine
Ranch, down on a beautiful spot overlooking the ocean down be
low Corona Del Mar, or it might be up there in the hills above
Whittier. There are a couple of beautiful spots up there that
seem to me to have a lot more heritage value, obviously. You
can stand up on top of the hill and look out there and say,
"Well, that's where the folks used to live. And over here is
the East Whittier School. And over here is where Grandmother
(Almira Burdg] Milhous used to live. Down here is a building
on the site of old Hadley Field where Dick played football.
Over there is the Bank of America building where his first law
office was. Across on top of the hill is a house his parents
lived in a while on Worsham Drive." You remember that place,
don't you?
BEESON:

Yes.

NIXON:

Did you come down for that wedding reception they had
there one time? You visited them there, I know.

BEESON:

I was there. I wasn't at that particular affair, but
I had visited in that home.

NIXON:

Do you remember the garden in the back--went from one
street to the other, and what a beautiful place it
was. My dad was always complaining about how much
watering he had to do. Too much to take care of.
BEESON:

Well, what about yorba Linda [California]?
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NIXON:

Yorba Linda is going to have a memorial to the birth
place; there's no question about that. That's some
thing you can't move, although some have tried that
back in North Carolina, I guess, on Johnson's old birthplace.
The first Johnson--Andrew Johnson.
I think it's claimed by two
different towns down there. When were you last in Indiana?
BEESON:

I guess the very last time was in '34, when our family
took a trip back East and we visited the old home
place there. At that time there were still some
people living there who had been our neighbors when I lived
there, but now I don't think any of our old neighbors are back
there.
NIXON:

Probably all moved away and gone.

BEESON:

But Olive and Oscar [Marshburn] • • • . I suppose you
saw something about the plaque they had placed there
in North Vernon [Indiana]. You saw that?

NIXON:

Yes.
I didn't know whether I agreed with the direc
tions on how far away it was.

BEESON:

I think it wasn't quite that close.

NIXON:

No, Butlerville

[Indian~

was a little ways out there.

BEESON:

Now Butlerville may have been only four and a half
miles, but our farm was on out. I always thought of
North Vernon as being ten miles out to our home, the
way I had it in mind. Of course, I was pretty small then when
we lived out there.
NIXON:

But the home ~ memorialized. Aunt Jane, there's
something I've always wondered about. Mother used to
talk about your father and mother taking trips, going
down the river every once in a while or going some place, and
they would always come back with things, and sometimes they'd
take one of you girls along. Do you ever remember anything like
that?

BEESON:

Yes.
It seemed like almost every year when he'd get
through with his tree delivery, I think that's what
it was. One time they told me about having taken me
up to Niagara Falls [New York] on one of the trips that Papa
would take Mama, and I was the baby, so I had to go. I don't
know who else went, but my mother told me that that's one thing
I could remember and tell people, "I have had my feet washed in
Niagara Falls when I was nine months old." That was one of the
trips. And one trip that I went along on was when we went down
to Texas. My father [Franklin Milhous] and mother [Almira
Milhous] and my brother, Ezra [Milhous], and Elizabeth [Milhous]
was the baby then.
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NIXON:

That's quite a group.

BEESON:

Yes, I remember going on the train down there. Ezra
and I used to go along and put our hands on either
side of the seats there and jump, jump, jump along.
That was one of our pastimes to kill time in the train as we
were traveling.
NIXON:

Before you moved out here to California, did they come
out here on a trip? Must have.

BEESON:

Yes, and I came with them on one of those trips. I
don't remember if I was the only one. I can't remem
ber if any of the others came. I know I was probably
only about five or six. I was seven when we moved out here.
I remember some of that trip. I remember some place where a
man handed me a ball to bounce. And Mama thought that Papa
must have bought it for me, you know. But he didn't feel that
way, because that man just did that on his own accord, and if
he wasn't going to give it to me, why then he should take it
back. He thought maybe the man was enticing him to buy it for
me. I guess that kind of ruffled him up.
NIXON:

I'm sure you agreed with your mother.

BEESON:

Oh, yes, I did.

NIXON:

So most of the travel would have been by train or
riverboat, or whatever.

Yes, I should have had it.

BEESON:

Oh, yes. We used to take lots of trips by river. I
know one time. . • . I guess it wouldn't have been to
Ohio. I don't remember where we went, but it was on
the river. It was a lovely trip. Those riverboats were real
interesting, you know. They'd always have darkies playing and
singing.

NIXON:

Yeah.

Just like the showboat, for real.

BEESON:

Yeah.

NIXON:

You weren't too far from the river on the farm.

BEESON:

About twenty miles.

NIXON:

Madison would have been the nearest river town, would
it--Madison, Indiana?

BEESON:

Uh huh.

NIXON:

I must go back there and look at that again sometime.

BEESON:

Well, have you seen Oscar and Olive lately?
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NIXON:

No.

BEESON:

They have just been back there, and they wanted to
visit the place where Papa was born in Ohio. I don't
know for why, but Olive has always had that in the
back of her head.
NIXON:

Did they find it?

BEESON:

I don't know.

NIXON:

I'll surely have to make i t a point to see them, then.

BEESON:

And then, also, they were going down to our old farm,
you know. You know the house burned. Did you ever
hear that?

NIXON:

No.

I haven't seen them since they got back.

BEESON:

The house where we were all born was burned. They
found out some way, some place, that the man who
bought that place is a connection of ours, some sort
of a relation, and he said that he's going to build a nice house
there on that place and have it as some sort of a show place, I
guess.
NIXON:

As a kind of memorial.

BEESON:

Yes.

NIXON:

Now, that's your parents' home.
Griffith] Milhous • . .

BEESON:

No, not Grandmother's. Now, that's the way I under
stood it. I think they just wrote that to me, so i t
may not be straight, you know.

NIXON:

Interesting things have been happening though, I'm
sure, with all that that's going on in Indiana. Per
haps that's where the Presidential Library ought to be.

BEESON:

[Laughter]

Not Elizabeth [price

No, I don't think so.

NIXON:

Then we'd have to argue with Viinton County, Ohio, and
where does i t go from there? Let's see.
Some other
things I was wondering about. Grandfather was a
nurseryman first and foremost, was he? The trees, he sold them
all around the area.

BEESON:

He'd go with a horse and a cart or a horse and a buggy
all down through the country and take orders, you know.
And then he would fill those orders, deliver them, and
he'd do a lot of grafting, budding, that sort of thing.
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NIXON:

I can remember Mother telling about doing some of
that, wrapping the grafts.

BEESON:

Yes, Hannah [Milhous] and Mattie [Martha Jane Milhous]
used to both help him. They'd tie in those buds after
grafting them in. I don't know just how to do it,
because I didn't learn to do that.
NIXON:

Did he do more of that when he got to California, or
did he shift over to growing oranges?

BEESON:

No, not nearly as much. He did some with orange trees,
but not nearly as mu~h as he did back East. He went
back East and took care of that nursery business.
Each year he'd go back.

NIXON:

Is that right?

BEESON:

Yes.

For several years?

NIXON:

And I think it was you who told me he had some kind of
a cough, and that one of the reasons for corning to
California might have been to get rid of that bronchi
tis, or whatever it was.

BEESON:

Kind of a bronchial cough; he had it for years. It
wasn't at all hard or serious, but just a little hack,
like that.

NIXON:

What did he die of?

BEESON:

He had 'flu, during that

NIXON:

Oh, during the epidemic.

BEESON:

Yes. And I don't ever remember of him being in bed,
in my life, I don't remember, at any other time except
at that time he was. Now, I don't believe • • . . I'm
not sure if I saw him at that time or not.
I don't think so.
But that is really the first time that he was ever confined to
his bed, and he was getting better. They had a nurse for him.
She just had fed him his supper, and he was propped up in bed,
and he just lay back down and he was gone. It was only just a
few days, see? It was the only time in his life that he was
sick, as I remember it.
NIXON:
BEESON:

Strange things.

The doctors used to say that our family had a wonder
ful heritage in the father and mother that we had.
we're just so full of life and strength and health,
and although Mama wasn't ever very strong, she kept going.
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NIXON:

She never had any trouble with high blood pressure,
did she?

BEESON:

They didn't know about high blood pressure in those
days.

NIXON:

And even if they had, I don't think she would have
had it. She just wasn't that sort.

BEESON:

No, I don't think so.

NIXON:

I can remember those Christmases at her house, I
think, most vividly of all the associations with her,
probably because there were so many people there, you
just put everything into your memory. All those little musical
performances. Everybody who was doing anything had to get up
there and perform. Some did well, and some didn't want to do
it. I'm sure I was one of the latter.
BEESON:

I was wondering if they worked you in on that.
trying to remember what you had done.

NIXON:

Griffith [william Milhous] gave me some
know, for a while. I never did perform
standard, 1 1 m sure. He was very . • • •
patient with me; that was his problem. He should
me on the head a little bit and made me sit there

I was

lessons, you
up to his
He was TOO
have pounded
and do it.

BEESON:

Oh, I think you would have been real good in music.
You should have been.

NIXON:

Well, I wonder about it lots of times, mainly because
I wonder what to do with my own children when they
don't practice.

BEESON:

Oh, yes.

Well.

NIXON:

But they're doing a lot better than I ever did, I
must say. Beth [Elizabeth Nixon] even practiced in
the car, voluntarily, coming down here. She said,
"Can I take my violin?"

BEESON:

Well, good:

NIXON:

So, maybe they've got more of their Uncle Dick in them
than they've got of me.

BEESON:

well, 1 1 m telling you • • • • I didn't realize it so
much at the time that I had Richard here, but since
he was here--and I have worked with SO many kids, you
know--he was very outstanding in what he did in that time. And
I tell people that in that six months he was here he accomplished
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as much as the average kid does in three years.
the trut h, stated very modestly.
NIXON:

And that's

He practiced.

BEESON:

Yes.
I used to have the kids . . . . Well, I'd have
a little contest going with him and Alden, and I'd
offer a prize for the one that got in the most prac
tice. They'd get up before we did, at 6 o'clock in the morning.
I had two pianos THEN, and they'd go to each piano and just
practice their heads off. Richard got the prize. He had more
stick-to-itiveness than Alden had.
NIXON:

Especially if you offered him a challenge like a
competition.

BEESON:

Yes, that always got him • • •

NIXON:

Too much to resist. He often gave me those kinds of
challenges, you know, putting a little carrot out there
in front of me.
I must say, it did more than most any
other technique I was ever exposed to, in getting me to do things
I wasn't much disposed to do.
So he learned something from you,
see?

BEESON:

[Laughter]

No, he didn't learn much from me.

NIXON:

A great deal.
I don't know when I enjoyed anything
more than that evening after the Inaugural Parade,
when we all went in The White House there, and I saw
so many of those glowing faces that I had seen at Grandmother's
house, and I thought at that time how wonderful it would have
been if she could have been there for that. Wouldn't it?
BEESON:

Oh, my, yes.

NIXON:

And my mother, too, of course, but she was already
up to a point, having seen him as Vice President, and
Grandmother would have enjoyed that, too. Always she
was so interested in civic affairs.
East Whittier Women's Clubi
wasn't she a charter member there--Grandmother, that is? She
was a real institution in the town of Whittieri a quiet one,
but unmistakable, that Milhous home and place. And then you see
all the commercial waves of activity coming in, changing the
face of it, but it's still there, the old house. Uncle Oscar
did something when he saved that house.
BEESON:
NIXON:
things.

Yes.
It will probably be saved now as part of the efforts
of the Whittier Historical Society, which Oscar has
become involved in.
I don't know how he does all those
He's more involved than your mother was.
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BEESON:

I didn't know he was in it.

NIXON:

Doing something all the time.

Speaking here and there.

BEESON:

Yes. I'm anxious to hear them speak. They went to
Haiti, and Jamaica on a recent trip, and I haven't
heard one word about that trip. I wrote to them the
other day and told them it was sure time they were getting up
here and telling us about all those travels--I can't keep up
with them.
NIXON:

Lucille [Harrison Parsons] had them out there one
night and a whole bunch of us were there. They told
about their trip around the world. Remember when they
went around the world?
BEESON:

Yes.

NIXON:

To Korea.

BEESON:

Oh, yes. They have spoken in our church, too. There
isn't much family up here, you know. But there was
one time that Billy came in the church with your
Uncle Oscar.

NIXON:

Billy? Oh, [William Theodore] Billy Milhous.
right here, doesn't he--Strathmore?

Wonderful they can do that.

He lives

BEESON:

Yeah. Thelma [Josephine Thelma Baudino Milhous] comes
to church, not just real regularly, but she comes quite
often and tells me, when she doesn't come, why she
didn't, and so forth.

NIXON:

Yeah.

BEESON:

But not Billy.

NIXON:

Oh, I love that guy.

And you know, he's the nicest kid.

BEESON:

He's just wonderful. He's so good to us. Out there,
you know, when Harold [Beeson] couldn't get up and
be doing things, he would come out and bring us big
loads of wood for the wood stove, you know, and the boys would
come and chop up all that wood, just work their heads off,
carry off great big barrels of trash that needed to be taken
to the dump. Just looking after us. He was so good, always.

NIXON:

He and Oliver [Griffith Milhous] came up to visit us
in washington State.

BEESON:

Yes, I knew they had.
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NIXON:

It was a most enjoyable day. They only spent a day.
I begged them a little bit but it didn't do much
good; they had to go on, had to get back~ like all
of us have, we have to do our things and go.

BEESON:

Sure. Well, it was sure fine that they could do that,
because they're such friendly, folksy people.

NIXON:

They really are. We need to make more of that kind of
an exposure to the world, because there's so much of
America that's like those people. They're retiring
sorts; they do their short visits with friends and keep to them
selves, help those in need, and you never see them on the broad
front, because they're not that kind. The newspapers won't
write stories about them unless they. • . • If the newspaper
has something bad to say, then they'll say it.
BEESON:

Oh, yes; stir you up.

NIXON:

Well, we can't run
like that, because
but there are some
there, writing stories for a
He says, "We have to realize
anybody else.

all the newspapers down in general
there are some good newspapermen,
pretty much scoundrel types, aren't
living. Dick is forgiving of them.
they have to make a living, like

II

BEESON:

There are good ways.
them.

That kind of person will find

NIXON:

They chose to write.
I sure don't enjoy writing. I
guess you found that out. I guess you've never had
a letter from me, have you?

BEESON:

From you?

NIXON:

I doubt it.

BEESON:

[Laughter]

NIXON:

My mother didn't get very many.
don't write.

BEESON:

I think we had some, but I got a beautiful plant from
you, a chrysanthemum plant, and I had a girl that said
she knew just how to plant them; set it out. Didn't
do anything.

NIXON:

It probably sat in the florist shop too long. If they
keep them in there too long, watering them daily, they
get root-bound and there isn't anything you can do for
them, I don't think.

BEESON:

Oh. Well, I don't know a thing about them, but I had
seen those plants set out in the yard, and they're

No, some do and some
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beautiful. But I don't know what she did to it or what happened,
but it didn't do right; it didn't live.
NIXON:

They're hard to keep though. But I didn't expect it
to live. I just thought it was a pretty one and I
thought you ought to have it.

BEESON:

Oh, well, it was sure beautiful. I was so shocked,
and you got that in the paper, too. See, we have a
real friendly little newspaper here in Lindsay, the
Lindsav Gazette, and I know the reporter. We've always known
the reporters real well, the women reporters, you know. And
they're good friends, so anything I said they'd write it up.
NIXON:

Well, you
the local
of news.
to report it all as

BEESON:

see, a little newspaper like that gives you
news without a note of malice, the good kind
Not all news is bad, and there's no need
such.

That's right.

NIXON:

Well, Aunt Jane, I could go on and on with this thing,
because it's a long tape, but what I want to do here
is mainly just test this system to see if it is going
to work for us. Assuming that it will, we will be back again
some time, and I will probably have Dr. [C. Richard] Arena with
me, and he will have heard this if it works today. All it's
designed to do is to let him think about what we are talking
about to see if he recognizes everything we've talked about; and
if he doesn't, he may want to ask some questions about who's
this one and who's that one, and how are they related, and when
was it, and so on. But we'll let him do that, see? Today I
just wanted to chat with you, and never make it a formal thing
with me, okay?
BEESON:

Okay.

I'm sure no good on these tapes.

NIXON:

Well, you are. You just did it. I'm sure that if this
came out it's going to be fine. You know, I don't
worry about it. If somebody wants to interview me,
I just say, "What do you want to talk about?" And they let me
know what they are going to talk about, and we'll talk about it.
That's just a piece of metal; that is, as long as it is in the
hands of a friend. But when I've got somebody there that's
obviously malicious with his questions, he might as well shut
it off, because I won't talk to him. But you know I'm not like
that, am I?
BEESON:

No.

No.

NIXON:

Better not be~ Well, we'll sign off there and come
back later on this point.

