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ARENA:

This is interview #1 with Anne Gillmore of Whittier,
California, on October 29, 1971, Arena interviewing.
Shall we begin? May I call you Anne?

GILLMORE:

You certainly may.

ARENA:

You call me Dick. Shall we begin, Anne?

GILLMORE:

Nixon.

ARENA:

Thatls right. We have to be sure we get our "Dicks"
right here too. Shall we begin by my asking you where
you were born?

GILLMORE:

I was born in Dennison, Iowa.

ARENA:

And when did you come to California?

GILLMORE:

I came to California in 1909.

ARENA:

I was twelve years old.

I see. Now just to set the history straight and the
President1s biography, he was born in Yorba Linda [Cali
fornia] in 1913, and he came to East Whittier in 1922.
Would you mind giving me your maiden name and recall whatever you
can of the purchase of the property, I believe from your father
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[William F. Mundt] that [Francis Anthony] Frank Nixon concluded
and, of course, Frank Nixon was President Nixon's father 7 all that
you can recall about that episode.
GILLMORE:

Well, I was in college and came home and my father said
that a Mr. Nixon had come to him, because my father had
ten acres out there of lemons.
It was on Whittier
Boulevard at Santa Gertrudes Avenue. And Mr. Nixon came there and
he said he had four or five little boys and he wanted a service
station so the boys could work with him in the service station.
And he wanted my father to sell him one acre of his lemon grove.
And my father laughed and said, "Why, Mr. Nixon, I couldn't cut up
my lemon grove just to give you one acre."
Well, about three months later, they came back with Mrs.
[Hannah Milhous] Nixon and they just begged my father.
They said
Murphy Ranch was there and Leffingwell Ranch was there and there
were a lot of people who lived out there that needed gasoline to
run their cars. They didn't want to come clear to Whittier, so my
mother said to my father, "I think you better sell that to Mr. Nixon."
So my father sold him the corner, and then he started with the ser
vice station. But so many of the people wanted groceries, and they
didn't have anybody working in the store except the family, so they
started putting in groceries and finally they went into the grocery
business.
ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask your father's full name?

GILLMORE:

My father's name was William Frederick Mundt.

ARENA:

And your father was just handling the lemon grove at
the time? He was not in any other business?

GILLMORE:

No, he was a rancher. We had some other citrus property
and he acquired that.
[Charles W.] Leffingwell sold off
that particular section of Leffingwell Ranch. They
still had a big ranch out there.
I don't know why they sold this
particular section of Leffingwell, but anyway that's when he bought
ten acres.
ARENA:

ThatUs very interesting. And how many acres or how
much land precisely did Mr. Nixon buy from your father?

GILLMORE:

One acre.
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ARENA:

One acre.

GILLMORE:

Right on the corner.

ARENA:

I see. Do you know if he sold part of that himself
later on, Mr. Nixon, along the years?

GILLMORE:

It seems to me that Harry Schuyler bought the lower
part of the acre because the Nixons didn't use that.

ARENA:

This would be Mr. Schuyler.

GILLMORE:

Mr. Harry Schuyler.

ARENA:

S C H U Y L E R of the Leffingwell Ranch?

GILLMORE:

Yes.

ARENA:

Thank you. And do you mind recalling how many years
you personally remained a neighbor, because the remain
ing nine acres were yours. and maybe you lived on all
or part of them, but how many years were you personally a neighbor
of the Nixon family?
GILLMORE:

I moved there as a bride in 1924 of December and we
stayed there until 1943 when we couldn't get gasoline
to ride back and forth to Whittier. We had to move in
order to drive into Whittier every day because my husband was a
lawyer and the OPA [Office of Price Administration] wouldnOt give
us gasoline.
So we had to sell and we moved into Whittier. So I
was there nineteen and a half years, something like that.
ARENA:

Which school did you attend--elementary?

GILLMORE:

Well, I went to Bailey Street School here in Whittier.
ItOs no longer there.

ARENA:

That's right.

GILLMORE:

And Whittier High School and then one semester at Whittier
College.

ARENA:

And you finally graduated from?
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GILLMORE:

Iowa state [College] at Ames.

ARENA:

I see.

GILLMORE:

Home Economics.

ARENA:

Did you teach Home Economics after you graduated?

And your major, if I may ask?

GILLMORE:

No, I graduated in June of 1923 and had a job teaching
for Ada S. Nelson, who was Principal of Los Nietos
School at that time. I was going to teach Home Econ
omics and start noon lunches, but instead of that I got married in
August and went to Chicago [Illinois] to live, so I didn't teach.
ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you to recall the Nixon family, the
immediate family--the father, the wife, the boys, person
by person, and we'll begin with the President himself?
Whatever experiences you recall--seeing him in the store, seeing
him playing outside with the other fellows, seeing him studying
possibly inside the home, if you ever entered in the living quar
ters of the store. Whatever you can recall in the way of direct
observation of Richard Nixon while you were his neighbor. Take all
the time you need.
GILLMORE:

Well, he was a great worker and it seems to me that he
never had any time as far as we could see. He never
played that we ever saw. If he weren't working--he
had the fruits and vegetables that he took care of--why he was
sitting reading a book and we sometimes wondered. My husband used
to say, "Oh, some day that kid's going to be the President of the
United States." He said it in a joking way, but Richard was always
so serious that we always thought he never had any fun and I don't
think he ever did.
I never was inside of their house.
I donUt think they ever
had a party.
I don't think they ever invited anybody for dinner.
They were always working, the whole family.
I don't know, it just
seemed like he was kind of a loner.
ARENA:

The other boys did play?

GILLMORE:

Yes.

ARENA:

Whom you saw, or more so than Richard?
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GILLMORE:

That's right. And Richard wasn't what you call partic
ularly friendly. He was polite, but Donald [Francis
Donald Nixon] was much more--well he seemed to like
people and be with people and talk with you when you went in the
store. Richard wasn't particularly interested I don't think, in
anybody except himself.
I think he was just busy learning.

ARENA:

Do you recall Edward [Calvert Nixon], the youngest
brother?

GILLMORE:

Yes, he was, you know, sort of a trailer in the family.
And I remember Mr. "Slim" Craddick who lived next door
to the Nixons had a fruit stand there and when Mrs.
Nixon knew she was going to have this baby, we didn't see her until
the baby was born.
It was little Edward. Well, he was kind of a
spoiled little kid. He used to come down to our house at 6:30 in
the morning sometimes with a bottle of soda pop. I don't think
he ate very regularly. You know he was .

ARENA:

He was always thin, you recall?

GILLMORE:

Yes. And I remember one time there was a story going
around that Richard took him to the football game and
the kids all said, "Well, we didn't know you were
married, that you had a baby." And Richard said, "Well, I'm not
married. This is my brother."
ARENA:

Yes, he was born so much later, 1930 actually and at
that point, 1930, Richard was on his way and beginning
his first year in college.

GILLMORE:

Yes.

ARENA:

Do you recall Richard going on dates? Do you recall
his bringing a girl home or leaving for a date or
anything like that?

GILLMORE:

No.

ARENA:

Do you recall anything like New Year's Eve parties?

GILLMORE:

No. They didn't have them at the Nixon house. Maybe
he went some place else, but they sure didn't have
them at the Nixon house.
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ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you if you belonged to the same
church they did, which is right across, the East
Whittier Friends Church?

GILLMORE:

No, I'm an Episcopalian.

ARENA:

And do you mind if I ask you where the nearest Episco
palian Church was in East Whittier, if there was one.

GILLMORE:

There wasn't any.

ARENA:

I didn't think so.

GILLMORE:

No, the only one which is in Whittier now is .

ARENA:

That's the present one?

GILLMORE:

Yes.

ARENA:

And that's the one that you attended at that time?

GILLMORE:

Yes.

ARENA:

I see. Do you mind if I ask you, from the standpoint
of having the student of history understand the setting
of the times, how did it feel being a minority, in this
case an Episcopalian minority, in a town founded not too much earlier,
1887 .

GILLMORE:

That's right.

ARENA:

How did it feel to be an Episcopalian and a minority?

GILLMORE:

Well, we didn't know the word minority. That was some
thing I probably wouldn't understand when I came here
at first, but I wasnUt brought up in the church in the
very beginning because my people were Lutherans. My mother was
born in Germany and she had all of her schooling and all of her
social activity in the church. My father was born out here and
they were married and lived in Dennison, Iowa. They had one
Lutheran Church there, the Missouri Synod, or whatever it is called,
and they did not believe in dancing, or they did not believe in
lodges and they didn't believe in all of those things. Well, my
mother was just shocked when she found out she couldn't live the
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way she had lived in Germany, where they danced and played cards
and did all those things and so when she got married, why the min
ister said she could no longer do those things. And my father had
joined the lodge and they said that you couldn't belong to the
lodge and belong to the church, so my father said, liTo heck with
that, we'll just skip the whole thing.
And so I wasn't brought
up in the church atmosphere, although my mother was really a very
religious woman and she brought us up with the Ten Commandments
and the Golden Rule, so that's how I grew up. Well
II

ARENA:

You were never made to feel. . . . How did the other
members of the community react to your being an
Episcopalian?

GILLMORE:

No, I wasn't Episcopalian then 'til I got married. I
didn't belong to anything.
I did go to the Friends
Sunday School for a year or two but somehow I wasn't
very comfortable in Sunday School, so I just quit.

ARENA:

Do you recall possibly who your teacher was?
member of the Nixon or Milhous family?

GILLMORE:

No, it was Mrs. Abe Sandusky.

ARENA:

I would like to talk with that person.

GILLMORE:

And then a Mrs. Wilma Perry.

ARENA:

Hubert or Herman.

GILLMORE:

Essex Perry's wife was my Sunday School teacher.

ARENA:

I see.

GILLMORE:

Was it a

Did you know her?

It was not the bank Perry.

But I did feel a little guilty because I danced. My
people danced and we drank beer and we played cards.
I mean that was the way the Germans did it and we kept
on doing that out here, and when I went to Whittier College I was
kind of embarrassed because my family, you know, were just a little
bit different than some of the ones at Whittier College. But some
of those girls wanted to know how to dance, so I opened up my big
mouth and said that I would teach them, you see.
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ARENA:

Were you aware that the President himself--I don't
know if you were living in Whittier at the time--but
in the year 1933-34, that academic year, and probably
the spring of '34, he campaigned for the office of president of
the student government, pledging to bring dancing legally on the
campus.
I was wondering if you were aware of that?

GILLMORE:

Yes.

ARENA:

And do you recall any of the commotion, if there was
any, of the community?

GILLMORE:

I don't think they made any commotion at all. And you
see, we didn't have Sunday movies for years and years
and years in Whittier, and we finally got Sunday movies,
so. . . . Well, when Santa Fe Springs [California] came in, I
think that changed the whole town because they were oil people and
they came in and lived here in Whittier and that brought in a dif
ferent atmosphere.
ARENA:

About when did that take place, Anne?

GILLMORE:

It must have been about 1919 or '20 or '21, somewhere
in there.

ARENA:

And it was the coming in of oil in Santa Fe Springs
precisely that seemed to change the tone, it wasn't
just the farming community. Now there was a new industry
and some new people, which had an influence.

GILLMORE:

That's right.

ARENA:

Around 1919.

GILLMORE:

Up until that time, you could hardly rent a house in
Whittier. We had no apartments. Everybody owned their
own home. Everybody was in the citrus business. And
we didn't have all this that we have now--factories. Well, we had
a packing house where people packed lemons and oranges.
ARENA:

Was that known as the cannery?

GILLMORE:

No.
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ARENA:

That was something else?

GILLMORE:

That was before my time, the cannery, yes.

ARENA:

Before we do go on to some of these other aspects,
other members of the Nixon family, I do want to be sure
that whatever you do recall personally of the President
that we do bring up in this first part of the interview. Now, the
President appeared in public from time to time. This was before
politics. All this is before 1945. Possibly you heard him in a
school debate on the high school or college level or attending or
participating in an oratorical contest. Do you recall anything
like that?
GILLMORE:

No, I never attended any of the debates, but I always
read in the paper where Richard won.

ARENA:

But you did read about that in the newspaper?

GILLMORE:

That's right.

ARENA:

Was it prominently reported, or something on the back
page?

GILLMORE:

I think so, because I always remember that Richard won.
And Bob [Robert Gillmore] and I were always saying,
"Well, look at Richard. He is always busy studying.
He should win. " I mean we felt he would win any debate.

ARENA:

Do you recall what the subject matter was in some of
these debates?

GILLMORE:

No.

ARENA:

Do you recall ever attending any of the plays in which
he acted?

GILLMORE:

No.

ARENA:

Either the college level or the Community Players of
Whittier?

GILLMORE:

No.
I know he was in it and there was a teacher out
there at Lowell School by the name of Elizabeth Cloes.
Have you contacted her? But anyway she went to the
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Community Players and was interested, and she and Richard would go
together.
In fact she told me, and I think she told this to some
body else, that she was sitting in the middle with Pat [Patricia
Ryan Nixon] and Richard, and that Richard proposed to her with
Elizabeth sitting in between them.
ARENA:

You don't recall the play they were watching by any
chance?

GILLMORE:

No.
car.

[Laughter]

No, this is going to the play in the

ARENA:

I see. That's most interesting.
I will ask you about
Mrs. Patricia Nixon a little bit later.
I just want m
concentrate on Richard now and move now up through to
the military years. Was there any contact in any way between you,
your family and the President during the military period? You did
not see him, we'll say, on furlough, in uniform or anything like
that?

GILLMORE:

I may have, but I don't remember.

ARENA:

It doesn't stand out in your mind that you did.

GILLMORE:

No.

ARENA:

Were you surprised that a Quaker did enter the military
service, as you think back?

GILLMORE:

No, because I didn't know what the Quakers stood for.

ARENA:

Now, that raises this question, if you don't mind and
if it isn't too personal. You never, or did you, feel
that the Quakers were anxious to bring you into the
fold? Was there ever anything, say, tenacious or persistent by
any of the members of the Nixon family or anyone else along those
lines?

GILLMORE:

No, I never felt. . . . You know [Mary Frances Kennedy]
M. F. K. Fisher, did you read some of her articles?

ARENA:

I have heard of her and read part of it, yes.
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GILLMORE:

ARENA:

post.
years.

Well, I don't know what was wrong with her to write
some of those things that she did because I never had
any feeling about being left out of anything.

That's why I am glad that you are recollecting some of
these details because that will help set the record
straight. Also I would like to ask you about the
Well, let's backtrack for one minute on the legal
Your husband [Robert Gillmore] was a lawyer?

GILLMORE:

Yes.

ARENA:

Was he living when Richard was going to law school and
then practicing law?

GILLMORE:

Yes.

ARENA:

Do you recall if there was any contact between you,
your husband and the President in that regard?

GILLMORE:

v

No. You see, when we came out here my husband was not
a lawyer. He was Financial Advertiser for the . •
There was no longer a job for that so Mr. Rex Kennedy
who was our Whittier News editor--my husband went to him and said,
"Well, I don't know what I'm gonna do." And Rex said, ~'Well you
got a law degree from Ann Arbor, Michigan. Why don't you practice
law and go into business with Harry Sewell." Now were you here when
Harry Sewell was here in Whittier? Well, he was our State Assembly
man. So my husband took time then and studied for the Bar and passed
the Bar and went in with Harry Sewell, but he only stayed a year
because that wasn't where he wanted to be. Well, of course, he had
to start a new clientele. I mean he was new at the business.
Well, when Richard graduated from law school, I think he went
to every law firm in Whittier t~ see where he wanted to be and I
know he went up to see my husband. My husband was all alone in the
office. He didn't have a secretary. So my husband said, "This
would be no place for you, Richard. You want to go into an office
where there is a big outfit so that you can really practice all
types of law." But I know my husband would have been very happy to
have him had he had a regular law office, but he didn't.
ARENA:

Do you recall possibly if this interchange between your
husband and Richard Nixon took place at any time in
your presence, say in your home over a cup of coffee
or something like this, where you witnessed any of this personally?
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GILLMORE:

No.

ARENA:

But you do recall that that is what did happen?

GILLMORE:

Yes.

ARENA:

I was just wondering how Richard put the question to
your husband. Did he do it in writing first?

GILLMORE:

No, no.

ARENA:

Did he present himself?

GILLMORE:

He just came up and had a little interview with him and
I thought it was awfully nice of Richard to do that
because 1 1 m sure he had no intentions of being a law
partner to my husband. But anyway he came down and talked with
him. And after he became a lawyer here in Whittier, there was a
little story started about the Nixons being tubercular. They were
losing a lot of trade up in La Habra Heights and when I was in the
store Donald said, "Mrs. Gillmore, Dick and I want to come out and
see you sometime. 1I And I said, "Oh, thatUs great. 1I Well they
didn't come for a week or ten days, so when I saw him again I said,
III thought you guys were going to come out and see me." And he
said, "We Ire going to. 1I
Well, they finally came. Well, it seemed somebody had told
them that I had started the rumor that they were tubercular and
they were losing all their trade. Well, I was just flabbergasted
and they were too. And I said, "Well, I don't see how you could
possibly think that I would start a story like that, because at
that time Mrs. [Hannah Milhous] Nixon was making cakes and pies
and I bought a cake or pie once or twice a week, and if I thought
they were tubercular, I wouldn't be buying any cakes or pies. Well,
that's what Richard said.
til don't understand how they could accuse
you because we knew you were buying the cakes and the pies. 'I But
somebody started the story. And he said, III may go into politics
some day, and I want to find out how rumors get started. 1I So I
don't know if he ever found out who started that rumor or not, but
I know I didn't.
ARENA:

That's very interesting.

GILLMORE:

Well, I thought it was too.
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ARENA:

As a matter of fact one of the boys, the oldest one
actually, Harold [Samuel Nixon] did die from tuberculosis.

GILLMORE:

That's right.

ARENA:

But that doesn't mean that the others had it or were
spreading it, of course. There were probably fears,
as compared to today, when so little was known of the
origins and spread of tuberculosis.

GILLMORE:

Well, we had a little trouble in the [La Habra] Heights
with the school district and our kids went to Lowell
[Elementary School]. We didn't belong in Lowell but
it was easier to go to Lowell than it was to East Whittier [Ele
mentary School], and they had a little argument going in there,
the Heights, and the people there, and I think somebody said I was
the one because my husband spoke for Mr. [Christopher] Hendra who
was the head of the men's PTA [Parent-Teacher Association] if you
can believe that. They had men's PTA out there and did a little
speaking on certain things, and I think they got a little bit miffed
about that and started--it was a lot of petty stuff.
ARENA:

Is there anything else in the way of anecdotes or
stories that you recollect concerning the President?
Did you, for example, ever hear him speak in church
under any circumstances or on some 4th of July celebration or any
public occasion such as that?
GILLMORE:

No.

ARENA:

All right.

GILLMORE:

I heard him talk here in Whittier.
I can't remember
when this was, but I have a picture here.

ARENA:

I see, but that would be after 1945 though.

GILLMORE:

Yes.

ARENA:

When he was in politics. At the present I am just
interested in the period before 1945, of course. But
for the record, that appears to be a picture of him
speaking here in Whittier?
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GILLMORE:

Yes, when they dedicated something.

ARENA:

Oh, do you mind if I read that. For future records,
some oral historians might want to know about this.
"A crowd hears Vice President Richard Nixon dedicate
new building at his alma mater." And this shows a picture of the
President surrounded by different evidently elder members of the
community.
uIn a speech he 'saluted the spirit of Whittier, its
traditions and all who sacrificed to make this possible.'~ And
there is a caption under the photo which says, "Los Angeles Examiner
photo." There is no date on this particular newspaper but possibly
one could still track it down, but it definitely is Los Angeles
and it says Sunday Examiner, and on the back of the paper it says,
"Cleft by. . • 11 Oh, that probably would be the front page. As a
matter of fact the President's name on this front page is engraved
"NIXON ASKS NEW LIF . . . " and that is all and life is lifo
I do
recognize some faces here which might ring a bell for you also.
I
do see a Mr. William Starkey, whom I interviewed this morning and
I am sure your husband as well as you know because he is a lawyer,
which is interesting, but that is the only immediate face I do
recognize and, of course, the young Mr. Nixon himself. Thank you.
Well, if there are no other instances or experiences before
1945 directly concerning the President, let us move into some of
the indirect contacts with other members of the family and possibly
going into this might remind you of some of the direct experiences.
Even if you are not reminded of direct experiences, it will be very
helpful to know about the President's mother and father who obviously
had a great deal of influence on shaping his character and person
ality.
So let us begin first with not only his parents but possibly
you recall the grandparents themselves, the Milhouses of Whittier
proper. This would be Franklin Milhous and Almira Milhous, his
wife, and possibly Franklin Milhous' mother, Elizabeth [Griffith
Milhous] who I understand lived in Whittier for a while too, but
I don't know if you recall any?
GILLMORE:

No, no.
I, of course, I recall Mr. and Mrs. Milhous
but I never had any contact with them.

ARENA:

I see. Do you recall the occasion? Would it be in
town, working on his ranch, or on the way to church?
Does anything come to mind?
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GILLMORE:

I think one time she came out to the East Whittier
Women's Club, Mrs. [Almira Burdg] Milhous.
She was
an honorary member out there.

ARENA:

Were you a member yourself, Anne?

GILLMORE:

Yes.

ARENA:

Fine.
If I'm not mistaken while we're on that point
was that founded around 1900; the East Whittier Women's
Improvement Club would be the full name too.

GILLMORE:

That's right.

ARENA:

That's okay. We can check that later, I just thought
it might come to mind because I believe someone men
tioned that Hannah Nixon was a charter member, and does
that come to mind?

GILLMORE:

I don't believe she was a charter member.
I guess I
don't have a book.
I know she was an honorary member
but I don't know that she was a charter member.

ARENA:

Now we're not talking about Almira
[Nixon].

GILLMORE:

I know you're talking about Hannah.
I don't think Mrs.
Nixon had time to go to clubs.
I don't think she was
a charter member but then she might have been.
I
wouldn't say.

ARENA:

But she certainly was a member.

GILLMORE:

She was an honorary member I know.

ARENA:

Fine. Now moving into the immediate family, the parents,
what do you recall about Frank Nixon, his personality,
his work, his work habits, his speech, anything that
comes to mind, the President's father.

GILLMORE:

Well, I guess he was a very fine gentleman. He was a
little gruff at times.
I remember I was expecting my
first child in January, and in December I bought a lot

[Milhous] but Hannah
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of groceries there and I asked Mr. Nixon if he could deliver them,
although it was only 300 feet down the street. But they did de
liver, and I had a turkey and a lot of things for Christmas dinner
and he said, "No, we don't have time. Maybe we can deliver it to
morrow." Well, I got out of the store with all these packages and
pretty soon Donald came and he said, "Mrs. Gillmore, 1 1 11 carry
the groceries down for you." But Mr. Nixon would never have done
that. He was, oh, I don't want to say he was disagreeable, but
he wasnlt the most pleasant man.
ARENA:

Was it your personal experience that you know of cus
tomers actually being lost because of that trait?
Can you think of an actual--not necessarily mentioning
the name, but can you think of customers that were actually lost
because of that?
GILLMORE:

Well, I threatened to several times, but it was so
convenient I just didn't, because I was annoyed with
him lots of times. And, of course, during that time
we heard UThirty Dollars Every Thursday." I don't remember who was
running for President but there was something going on "Thirty
Dollars Every Thursday," some kind of a campaign and he used to
try to talk to people in the store about "Thirty Dollars Every
Thursday." But Donald would always run them out of the store when
he started talking politics.
ARENA:

Do you recall his attempting to do that with you, by
the way, or your husband or other members of your
family?

GILLMORE:

No, no.
I don't think my husband ever had many words
with Mr. Nixon because he went to work in the morning
and came home late at night. I was the one that went
to the grocery store and I served on the Election Board down there
and Mr. [Frank] Nixon was always registered as a Democrat and Richard
and Mrs. [Hannah] Nixon were always registered as Republicans.

ARENA:

That is most interesting. Do you recall if this was
ever broken while you were on this board? Was he ever
registered as a Republican?

GILLMORE:

No, not while I was on the board.

ARENA:

And would you mind giving me as closely as you can the
dates for this period?
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GILLMORE:

Well, it was when Franklin D. Roosevelt first came in
because I know I counted votes all night until the next
morning at 11 o'clock. That was the time.

ARENA:

That's when you first started to register.
I'm talking
about the idea of his registering while you were in
charge at the registration office.

GILLMORE:

No, he was registered as a Democrat when he voted.

ARENA:

I was trying to get the period that this registration
as a Democrat took place.
It was as early as 1932?

GILLMORE:

Uh huh.

ARENA:

But you don't recall before or since, but you do recall
that time?

GILLMORE:

Yes.

ARENA:

I see.

GILLMORE:

Because I was on the board then.

ARENA:

Do you recall that he campaigned in an active way,
we'll say, and in a formal way, appearing on platforms?

GILLMORE:

Oh, no.

ARENA:

He never did that.
neighborly . .

GILLMORE:

In the store there.

ARENA:

I see. Do you recall any political issues that par
ticularly took his attention or held his interest? Wffi
there a particular point on which he seemed to spend
his time in arguing his point?

GILLMORE:

No. Only "Thirty Dollars Every Thursday" he kept on
that. That's the only thing I remember having heard
Mr. Nixon discuss anything.

Well, and it was for the next eight years.

It was always on a personal or a
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ARENA:

Did you ever see him exercise discipline on the boys
and how he did it?

GILLMORE:

Yes, but I can't remember what it was.

ARENA:

And would this be just by words or do you recall that
it was actually physical?

GILLMORE:

No, it wasn't physical, it was words.

ARENA:

By words. Do you recall his belonging to different
organizations, lodges, clubs, including political clubs
possibly in the community?

GILLMORE:

Yes, he did.

No, I don't think so, except the church. They
church every Sunday. I don't know whether you
he had so many customers out there that people
to come on Sunday, so he opened the store on Sundays. And
third boy died, the little boy with meningitis.

ARENA:

went to
knew that
wanted
then his

Arthur [Burdg Nixon] .

Arthur. And he said then that he thought the Lord was
punishing him for having his store open on Sundays, so
he closed his store on Sundays and never opened it
again on Sundays. But they were quite regular in their church
work.
GILLMORE:

ARENA:

Did you know that he was a Sunday School teacher?

GILLMORE:

No, I don't know.

ARENA:

Do you recall visits from relatives? Were there ever
any annual family reunions held in that store and resi
dence and area?

GILLMORE:

I don't think so. At least I never saw any.
I don't
think they ever had company, at least not that I
noticed.

ARENA:

Evidently what they did was not on a regular basis.

GILLMORE:

That's right.
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ARENA:

People coming for dinner on a regular basis on a
Sunday or something like that?

GILLMORE:

No.

ARENA:

Were you aware that that was the practice of the
Franklin Milhouses? Have you .

GILLMORE:

No.

ARENA:

Did you in any way have any knowledge of that?

GILLMORE:

No.

ARENA:

That he was quite liberal and that his Sundays were
quite full of guests, which is interesting.

GILLMORE:

No.

ARENA:

What about Mr. Frank Nixon's driving habits--modes of
transportation?

GILLMORE:

I don't think I ever saw him in a car in my life.
suppose he must have.

ARENA:

You just can't recall.

GILLMORE:

No.

ARENA:

. . . personally that you ever saw him drive or know
anything about his driving?

GILLMORE:

No, I don't even know whether he had a car or not.
Richard had a sort of jalopy when he went to Whittier
College, sort of a secondhand Ford.

ARENA:

When they did deliver groceries, was there a car along
that time possibly?

GILLMORE:

I

Yes. They delivered allover the Heights. You see
they were all citrus people out there except my husband.
He was a lawyer. All the rest of the people that lived
out there were citrus people, and they paid their bills whenever
they got their money in from their citrus. Everything was charge
account.
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ARENA:

Do you recollect that because of this delivery service
and carrying people on credit that food prices tended
to be higher .

GILLMORE:

No.

ARENA:

. in that store than others?

GILLMORE:

No. I had a little break there. He had a lot of
Mexican trade and Japanese and he could never sell the
filet mignon steaks because they always bought round
steak and so I got those steaks for the same price that other people
paid for round steak. No, I couldn't say they were any higher.

ARENA:

Was it during this period, by the way, that the son,
Donald, was in charge of the meats?

GILLMORE:

That's right. And Richard was in charge of the fruits
and the vegetables.

ARENA:

How would you describe as closely as you can recollect
the layout of fruits and vegetables under Richard Nixon?
Did he have a whole window or a whole side of the store
to himself?

GILLMORE:

As you walked into the store to the right, maybe ten
feet as you went inside the store, Richard had several
rows of boxes of vegetables and fruits, and then when
you went down to the left, Donald had the meat counter on the left
hand side down there. And then later on, I think after Richard moved
away, they added a refrigeration place on the back of the store where
they had the fruits and the vegetables, but Richard already was gone
by that time.
ARENA:

Not only did he stay by his fruits and vegetables as
you said earlier and frequently with a book, but he
also took care of receiving payments, unless it would
be part of a credit bill, of course, but he would handle the money
as well as wrap up the fruits and vegetables and weigh them and so
forth?
GILLMORE:

I don't think there was very much money exchanged in
the grocery store, because you just wrote it up on
your bill. There were very few customers that paid in
cash, unless it was just somebody driving by.
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ARENA:

To those who are not used to a farming community where
this is probably more common than in a city, would you
mind describing more or less the pattern in which this
did take place? For example, was there a regular unwritten under
standing that bills would be paid at the first of the month or a
time when citrus products were purchased by the buyer and this was
known more or less to everyone, which would have been a couple
times out of the year, rather than on a regular basis. How were
bills paid?
GILLMORE:

I think bills were paid whenever the client had the
money and went in and paid for it.

ARENA:

It wasn't on a regular basis, a monthly statement sort
of thing as we have now?

GILLMORE:

No, they didn't have that. And my husband, as I say,
was starting a law business so we didn't have any
money either, and we had to wait until somebody paid
us a fee before we could pay our bill.

ARENA:

If this isn't too personal then, would you say in your
case, as could have happened in other cases, one reason
for the credit was not for convenience but just lack of
cash?

GILLMORE:

That's right.

ARENA:

And you were expecting to receive cash. So in a way,
Mr. Nixon was carrying people in that area?

GILLMORE:

That's right.

ARENA:

Now, if you don't mind my asking, I have been getting
the impression over these interviews that East Whitti~
was the better off section of Whittier and East Whittier.
That is where the money was, so to speak. futd that's interesting.
And even there because of the particular situation of the farmer,
and your particular case, your husband's clients were farmers, I
presume, and as they had to wait to pay Frank for fruits and vege
tables, your husband had to wait for his legal fees.
GILLMORE:

That's right.
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ARENA:

Were there frequent cases, I am sure there were some,
people being people, but were there frequent cases of
failures in payment of bills in this arrangement that
you can think of?

GILLMORE:

Well, I never heard Mrs. Nixon say. Of course, she
was a very gracious woman when you did pay your bill,
she would always say, "Oh, you know today a certain
wholesale house wanted money, and here you come with your money.
You just don't know what that means." I mean, she was always so
polite and nice when you paid your bill.
ARENA:

You don't recall her ever asking for a payment?

GILLMORE:

No, no.

ARENA:

How about Mr. Frank Nixon himself?

GILLMORE:

I don't think Mrs. Nixon let him talk to the customers.
I think he added them up in that little cupola they
had up there.
I think he added up the weekly or the
monthly bill and then Mrs. Nixon would take care of the
rest.

ARENA:

That cupola that you just mentioned by the way, or the
belfry of the original church . . •

GILLMORE:

That's right of the church.

ARENA:

Of the original church that they had purchased.

GILLMORE:

That's right.

ARENA:

Did you recall that before it was moved from the orig
inal site?

GILLMORE:

Yes.

ARENA:

You didn't happen to witness the move from the original
site to the Nixon market?

GILLMORE:

I probably did, sure.

-23

ARENA:

Would you describe it, and where is that cupola where
he stood or sat? I have the impression that it was
hollow and you could look down, but was there a balcony
effect up there?

GILLMORE:

It wasn't a balcony effect, but there was a stairway
went up to it and then there was windows up there so
you could look down, and I think that probably was put
in afterwards. They turned the church around because the cupola
was on the front of the church where the bell was and on the grocery
store it was on the back end.
ARENA:

And it looked down into the store proper?

GILLMORE:

Yes. But it was just a small window, I mean, if you
looked up there you probably wouldn't even see that
there was anybody up there in the office.

ARENA:

And that is where he did his paper work--that office-
Mr. Frank Nixon?

GILLMORE:

Yes, out of sight.

