














VEGEIABLE GARDEN
by Matthew McClelland

While going out to examine the vegetable garden,
I think of when 1 first met the Vegetable.

I received a job taking care of the Vegetable’s garden. The Vegetable was young then—
middle twenties—and it seemed odd to me that a youth did not take care of their own garden.
I figured the Vegetable was too involved with something else to have time to tend to the
garden, but | wasn’t sure. So | asked.

“Pardon me for asking, but why don’t you work on the garden yourself? Do you have a job
that permits you from such enjoyments?”’

“No. I don’t have a job, but I am permitted from such enjoyments.”

“How's that?" | asked.

“Well it's that.... it's that I'm afraid of... Well..., the vegetables, I don’t like to hurt them —it's
bad enough that I must eat them.”

1 didn’t know what the Vegetable meant then so I said “Ahh... yeah, I know what you mean.
Well, I better get out there before it gets dark and I can’t see.” It was 120’ clock in the
afternoon. Total darkness was a ways away.

I went out to the garden and began examining the vegetables. Tomnatoes, squash, snow peas,
and broceoli. Cauliflower, radishes, potatoes, and lettuce. All vegetables wonderfully well
kept. I began to feel that I was not the only Vegetable gardener.

There was one weed though. One weed that the other gardener must have missed. A big,
thick rope-of-a-weed that had grown out of the ground, up to the air, then, getting, to, heavy,
for, itself and falling back down and growing into the ground. The weed was now a handle. I
grabbed the weed like a handle —attempting to pull it out— and I realized thatif I were
strong enough I could handle the whole world with this weed. The weed was strong
enough—1I couldn’t pull jt—but the world didn’t move.

Now I take care of the Vegetable. The Vegetable garden all overgrown. I remember the note
the Vegetable, left before the shooting. I remember the “I don’t want to hurt the vegetables.”

“Now.” I say to the Vegetable while examining the garden.
“Look at the Vegetables.”
I see the reflection of the overgrown garden in the Vegetable's eyes.
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Night-Time Park

by Steve Matthiason

Night-time park,

in which I ease my bulk down sigh onto the dank earth keeping

company with cigarette butts under a tree scarred by adolescents

with more energy than me. Dew-slicked grass rendered gray by

the street-lights rests without picnics between my car and 1.

Reclined, body heat battling damp chill, the tree above

exchanging silent knowings with the patient stars, the booze

calm now, to sink down six feet under and rest would be so nice.

The moment past, time to groan up amble across over to car and drive slow
home.

The Ceiling

by Steve Matthiason

9:38 am and dreaming evaporates into an oblique view of a pillow
and a bedroom wall;

A thousand little obligations float into awareness like anvils,

and the pains simply lay with me in bed, neither occupying space
nor providing warmth.

9:38 am and the ceiling stares back mutely.



Ritual Behavior at Whittier College: Consequences

of the Adoption of the Peyote Ritual
by Phil Hickey

According to Colin Turnbull, rituals are a “vital transformation of an individual
being into a social being” (Turnbull 1983, p. 83). They are in most cases carefully
structured and traditional aspects of the human experience. Whittier College has a ritual
for the crop of freshmen (and women) who are new to Whittier under the Ash
administration. Having come to the college a year before Ash assumed the mantle of
leadership, I am unfamiliar with the Convocation ceremony. I understand however, that it
involves nice clothes, some chanting, and candle wax. Since I was not a participant in this
ritual, for me it lacks the strength of tradition, and in fact it strikes me as somewhat
ridiculous. Itis not an ancient tradition, and seems somewhat contrived. Therefore in the
tradition of satirical free expression, I wish to present a mock-serious ritual of new
students of Whittier, and also the faculty and administration. I propose the adoption of the
peyote ritual, involving the ingestion of the top or “button” of the peyote cactus, a
hallucinogenic drug with effects similar to those of LSD and psilocybin mushrooms.

For this ritual, [ intend to borrow heavily from the aboriginal inhabitants of the
American continent. Since Whittier College is located in southern California, in the
Southwestern portion of the United States, it is appropriate to subscribe to a slightly
mutated form of the ancient peyote ritual. This ritual would be in keeping with the
“delight in the life of the mind” embodied in the school’s philosophy (Catalog, 1990, p. 8).
The peyote ritual is a religious expression guaranteed under the First Amendment of the
Constitution, and upheld by both federal and state law. Itis an ancient and genuine rite of
the American indigenous population, as practiced under the auspices of the Native
American Church of North America (Stewart, 1987, p. 224). ltis also illegal outside of
those auspices, but I believe that is a technicality that could be overcome by shifting the
school’s affiliation from strictly Quaker to include membership in the Native American
Church or one of the other groups of peyotists. As I understand, the Society of Friends is
fairly broadminded, and in any event, we aren’t really tied to them any more. The issue of
possession of peyote, which is in fact a prescribed drug according to.the Comprehensive
Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970 (Anderson, 1980 p. 205) would therefore
be overcome by the protection of the American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978
This law has been demonstrated by federal precedent to apply to non-Indian members of
the Native American Church of North America (Stewart, 1987, p. 334).
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The peyote ritual has a long history since the advent of the white man, and before
contact with him as well. The earliest historical references to it come from the period of
the Spanish conquest, including a study from 1577 by Fernando Hernandez, where he
included peyote with tobacco, mushrooms, and morning glory seeds in a list of plants used
by the Aztecs (Stewart, 1987, p. 19). There has also been archeological evidence of
mescal beans (another intoxicant, although more dangerous and not used as much as
peyote) and peyote found in sites in Texas caves. Mescal beans have been found in these
sites since 7500 B.C., but peyote no further back than 810-1070 A.D. (Stewart, 1987, p.
8). Inany event, peyote 1s an ancient ingredient in ritual use.

The most concrete and verifiable knowledge concerning the actual ritual itself
comes after the dissemination of the rite to (North) American Indians in the nineteenth
century. At that time, white men became participants in many of the tribal variants of the
peyote ritual. Among the first to participate in the all-night rituals, and to provide
objective descriptions and photographs was James Mooney, a reporter for the Richmond
Palladium, and a ethnologist for the Smithsonian Institute who observed the Cherokee for
several years (Stewart, 1987, p. 34).

His account of the nature of the peyote ritual is remarkably similar to a peyote
ritual that might occur today. There are generally many Christian overtones to the
ceremony, and in some sects of the peyotists, there are Bible readings (Anderson, 1980, p.
51). In almost all cases there is a defined order to the ritual, although tribal variation is to
be expected. The participants are assembled in a teepee, a church, or any building, and are
seated in a circle on the floor. Considering the size of the recent freshmen classes, it
seems likely that either the Shannon Center, activities center, or perhaps an emptied out
CT would perform admirably, or even the amphitheater, weather permitting,.

The peyote buttons are cither eaten, made into a tea, or both, at some time around
nine o’clock on a Saturday night. After the consumption, there is a period of 2-3 hours
wait for the effects to setin, and the first effects of the peyote are often uncomfortable,
including nausea, dizziness, sweating, palpitation, and even vomiting (Anderson, 1980, p.
70). The participant generally leaves the room if the last effect occurs, but may also bring
a tin can for this eventuality. This is a time for chanting and prayers, usually with the
accompaniment of a drum, rattle, and whistle. After the peyote has taken effect, the
participants in the ritual generally remain quiet, until there is a song to be sung, instead of
focusing on the sacred peyote button or upon the fire that is burning in the center of the
area. However, under the Whittier form of the ritual, there would instead be a discussion
of what factors brought the student to the college, and what they hope to gain in the four
years that they will hopefully stay here. This is a chance to discover what the students
hope to obtain at Whittier, and a realization of the diversity of the student body and
faculty. There is provision for a break at midnight, and after that, more buttons are
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generally consumed. When day breaks, the participants, who have often become lost in
dreams and meditation, are roused, and food is brought in. At this point, the ritual
becomes a feast, and while the food is passed around the circle, the participants engage in
casual conversation (Stewart, 1987, p. 36-39).

The peyote ritual as presented here would be far more than merely tripping at the
expense of the school. It would serve many functions, including some that are on the
agenda of the administration. As a ritual designed to mark the transition from adolescence
to youth, it serves well. The administrators present would serve to guide the youths into
their roles, by sharing wisdom in an intimate and informal sitation. It would not be the
same as dispensing knowledge in a class, but rather would be an occasion to show how the
information gained over the next four years will serve in life. It could be a time to express
the “concern for the individual and his or her personal growth within the community”
(Catalog, 1990, p. 7). Since while under the effects of peyote, there is some release of
inhibitions, and a feeling of clarity, the professors could offer up life experiences, and
honest advice, rather than feeling a need to maintain a distance. The adoption of the rital
might thus serve to promote closer student, facuity, and administration relations, because
after undergoing such an intense and lengthy ordeal in unison, it would be more difficult
1o regress to a lack of communication.

The peyote ritual comes from another culture, and contains elements labeled as
weird by our culture’s standards, and perhaps even heretical or sinful by some elements
within our culture. It’s adoption would promote the “tolerance of human difference”
(Catalog, 1990, p. 7). Afier engaging in bizarre behavior brought on by some of the
hallucinogenic manifestations of peyote, laughing at someone because they dress and
behave in a manner that departs from the norm or says things that are not acceptable,
becomes more difficult to rationalize. Adoption of the peyote ritual, because of its
deviation from our dominant cultural norms might in fact be a factor in acquiring an
“informed appreciation of other traditions” (Catalog, 1990, p. 8).

A final factor that might prove to be attractive to some members of the
administration and faculty are the expectations of the peyotists. Those who undertake the
ritual are expected to give up alcohol, for example. This might very well fit in with the
administration’s desire for a dry campus. There is also an emphasis on sexual restraint. In
an era of disease, this is perhaps not bad advice. Another injunction of the peyotists is 10
refrain from “angry retorts, falsehoods, vindictiveness, vengeance, and fighting”
(Anderson, 1980, p. 37). These are all values that the school has attempted 1o stress, and
are all a part of the “Peyote Road.”

The ritual also meets the requirements listed by Turnbull as existing in a ritual of
transformation (Turnbull, 1983, p. 84-85). There is the act of separation. In the first
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place, most of the students are separated geographically already, and the ritual is to take
place in an area apart from all other people at the school aside from select faculty and
administration. Campus security could be used to ensure this separation. The period of
disincorporation is undertaken while under the influence of the peyote, a rather dramatic
enhancement. What could be more of a period of limbo than floating inside of the
confines of one’s own mind? There is no special house or school that could segregate an
mitiate more thoroughly than within himself. Upon re-emergence from this limbo, could
there be any more certain symbol of reincorporation than sharing a meal with new-found
friends? After the experience of the previous night, the reaffirmation of life, accompanied
by discourse with others who have plumbed the depths of the soul together would be a
glorious beginning of the quest for knowledge and wisdom. This is surely a more intense
and deeply moving experience than singing a song that you don’t know, and very likely
will never hear again. This is “delight in the life of the mind.”

Of course, this ritual would never work at Whittier in the real world. There
would be objections from all manner of pressure groups urging the college to Just say no.
In addition, insurance for the ritual would be difficult to obtain, since it is always
conceivable that someone might have an exceptionally adverse reaction to the peyote.
The details that stand in the way of the adoption of the ritual would be nearly
insurmountable. There is also the matter of anyone wanting to adopt the ritual. It would
be too foreign, too bizarre, it would scare the alumni. In any event, we have a strong two
year tradition at this school. No, the peyote ritual would never work. It is however, a
fully defined nitual, with a long background among small scale societies throughout the
United States. I suspect Tumbull would appreciate it.
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Southern Africa: The Struggle to Survive
by Haatsari Kagurabadza

Affrica is struggling. Debt. Drought. War. Famine. Dliteracy. Underdevelopment.
AIDS. Unemployment. Corruption. Apartheid. These are just some of Africa’s major
problems. Virtually any statistic about Africa paints a picture that is bleak, and a future that is
even bleaker. It almost seems as if there is no hope. In many ways these problems are the
direct result of Africa’s history. The effects of imperialism, colonization, and the slave trade
disrupted the patural course of development and advancement in Africa. In any event,
whatever the cause, Africa finds itself as the least developed, least healthy, and poorest
continent on earth.

All of Africa is undergoing change. But no region is changing at a faster rate than
southern Africa. Indeed few regions in the entire world— with the possible exception of
Eastern Europe—have undergone change faster than southern Aftica in the past 30 years.
Understanding these changes, particularly for the Western nations, will mean the ability to
better gain from what the region has to offer.

The nations of southern Africa are Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi,
Mozambique, Namibia, Swaziland, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. For the purposes of this study,
the nations under consideration are the so-called “Frontline States™: all of the above with the
exception of Angola and Malawi. The term “Frontline State” is used to refer to their
proximity and relationship with South Africa. Lesotho and Swarziland, though they are both
considered Frontline States, are not discussed because of their size. Their overall economical
and political impact in the region is almost negligible.

In the past 30 years or so, all the nations of southem Affica, except South Africa,
have gained their independence and became black/majority ruled states. With this transition
came the dreams and hopes of previously oppressed people —dreams of brighter futures and
peace. This was the case in all the countries at their liberation. But something has happened.
Somewhere along the path to realizing these dreams, something tragic happened because by
1991 these nations had gone from dreams to almost bust. The dreams are no longer for grand
futures or peace — but for survival. The nations of the region are at the mercy of the problems
that affect the rest of Africa: debt, famine, underdevelopment, and so on. This is the case in
all the southemn African countries.

There are many reasons why this is happening in southem Africa. Most of them
have to do with the remaining element of imperialism in Africa, South Africa. South Africa
is a powerful country with an equally powerful anmy and a dynamic economy. Off-setting its
strengths are the consequences of the apartheid system in South Africa: a policy synonymous
with white supremacy, flagrant disregard for human rights, and the separation of people
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purely on the account of skin color. The consequences are felt throughout the entire region.
The Frontine States, through no desire on their part, are economically dependent on South
Africa. When they have tried to cut their ties to Sonth Africa, the South African minority rule
regime has taken dramatic and drastic measures to halt their initiatives. South Africais also a
reason for the poor conditions of southern Africa in other regards. Itis not prudent for any of
these nations to be heavily interactive with South Africa because of the international
sanctions against it.

While South Africa is a source of destabilization, other causes are from the nations
themselves. These nations are young and are made up of new governments and personnel. In
other cases the darker side of human nature puts its mark into things. In more than one
instance, potentially fruitful projects and policies have been derailed by mismanagement and
corruption. Also, misguided political aims and practices severely hamper the effectiveness of
new policies. Itis intriguing to discover that the Intemational Monetary Fund and the World
Bank may in fact be serving as effective barriers to development. Some assert that the
agendas of these institutions are not actually conductive to Africa’s development—especially
southern Africa. These institutions give loans with conditions, and evidently, these
conditions do not allow for development.

Other barriers to development are things beyond the control of these nations.
World-wide economic and political events and local droughts are prominent among these
factors. A modern economy is marked by greater participation in intermational trade, and is
thus much more vulnerable to foreign recessions and other economic shocks. And clearly,
the much publicized droughts of Africa that have left few nations unaffected are beyond the
control of anyone. The effects of the droughts are devastating to any economy, but are much
more severe for the predominantly agricultural-based economies of Africa.

The cumrent and most important challenge for the modern Frontline States is how to
develop given these barriers. The following pages investigate that challenge. First, a brief
description of each of the Frontline States is necessary. Doing this will help put the
discussion that follows into perspective. By initially describing the nation of South Africa,
one can begin to understand the foundations of the problems facing the other nations in the
region. Following that will be a more in-depth discussion of the barriers to development
described above.

South Africa is almost entirely unique in Africa in that its economy is not
overwhelmingly dependent on agriculture. The economy is essentially dualistic—mining and
agriculture are the most important industries.! The modern industrial sector of mining
represents an advanced stage of economic development that is second to none in Africa. But
there is also a large proportion of the population, the Africans, that live in conditions typical
of the rest of Africa and the Third World. They rely on wages from migrant workers and on
subsistence on land that is “overused, badly eroded and poorly managed.”” This is where the
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effects of apartheid are vivid.

Besides that, the extent to which the economy depends on other industries is
remarkable for Africa. It is interesting to note that the only two with negative growth were
agriculture and manufacturing, sectors that are characteristic of developing nations. On the
other hand, there was significant growth in the finance and banking and transportation
sectors, which are more associated with industrial nations. South Africa is also fortunate
enough to have incredible mineral resources. It is second only to the Soviet Union in terms
of total output of “strategically important resources,” namely minerals such as uranium,
vanadium, plutonium, and copper.’ These minerals are important in nuclear technology,
which the Western nations need for nuclear reactors and weapons. Diamonds and gold are
also important resources for the economy. Again, South Africa is the number one producer
of diamonds in the world;* and gold is important to the extent that every $10 drop in the
world price for gold means a loss of $200 million a year for the economy.® Reliance on
gold earnings causes some instability within the economy as it directly affects the Rand (the
South African currency), the balance of payments, and the overall economic picture and
policies.®

The inequities resulting from apartheid have caused the United Nations to impose
sanctions against South Africa. The sanctions have not been as effective as they could be
because of “sanction-busting.” A number of countries, most notably Japan, Israel, and
China, continue to do business with South Africa despite the sanctions. On a more limited
basis, but nonetheless significant was the United States’ and Western Europe’s policies to
continue dealing with South Africa. Under the Reagan administration, the United States
msisted on a policy termed “‘constructive engagemenl"—wmch called for the United States
to actively continue to do business with the South Africans while pressuring for change.’

The greatest concemns for the South African regime today are how to continue
growing in the face of growing black dissatisfaction and protest, and how to deal with
international pressure in the form of sanctions. The most significant changes in South Africa
took place in 1990, a year after Fredrick de Clerk took office as President of the country. De
Clerk has had to face the economic reality of the severity to which sanctions are affecting the
country, the mounting expense of policing protests and riots by Africans, and the increasing
possibility of a civil war.® There is no question that an unstoppable momentum towards
eventual majority rule in South Africa has started.

The next country for consideration is Botswana. Botswana has had the misfortune
of sharing borders with two nations that have been quite volatile over the past 20 years,
South Africa and Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe). This has not always been conductive to
internal stability and development. During the Zimbabwean freedom struggle, freedom
fighters would flee into Botswana with Rhodesian forces behind them.” The Rhodesian
forces would follow them, destroy structures and kill innocent civilians.



Regardless of this history, Botswana is a model for the rest of southern Africa.
Botswana gained its independence in 1966, and was initially led by Seretse Khama.'®
Botswana had to develop surrounded by turmoil such as the Unilateral Declaration of
Independence of Rhodesia and the overwhelming economic, military, and political power of
South Africa. Despite this, Botswana increased its Gross Domestic Product significantly
between 1965 and 1980."" The government adopted economic policies that sought to
improve on the minimal contributions of agriculture to national income. The exploitation of
mineral resources and some development of industry have been instrumental in the founding
of a stable Botswana. Diamonds are the largest share of GDP (31.7% in 1984) and were
75.8% of export eamings.'> The govemment is under contract with the giant De Beers
company of South Africa in the mining of diamonds: it gets 70% of profits from diamond
mining.” In terms of industry, there are a number of meat-processing facilities that export to
South Africa and Europe to the tune of processing 200,000 cows per year.'* Botswana faces
some significant barriers to development such as limited water resources (as half of the
country is in near desert conditions), unskilled labor, and a small domestic market. But
despite all these difficulties, the stability and growth of the economy of Botswana is the envy
of many African states.

Botswana is noted for its efficient and “common sense government."** In the early
1980’s a devastating drought left a “trail of starvation and death” across much of Africa. Due
to the sound planning of the govemment and food distribution programs, not a single life was
lost that was directly due to the drought.'  Also of note is Botswana’s foreign investment of
the billions coming from the diamond industry.'” The development of a sound education and
health system is also admired. The government has even gone to the extent of hiring foreign
teachers. In more recent times, since 1989, the stock-market of Botswana has climbed 47
percent.'® This is due to few controls of foreign investment, which encourage economic
activity, and the booning diamond business. Botswana is on the road to self-sufficiency.

But for now, the extent to which the nation is dependent of South Africa is striking;
80% of its imports come through there. “Most of everything you eat, wear, sleep in, or ride
upon here comes from or through South Africa,” notes Alec Cambell, the National Museum
Director of Botswana on his country’s dependence on South Africa.'®

Despite all this, one would be mistaken in believing that all is well in Botswana.
Again, as in South Africa, the uneven distribution of the wealth is worth noting. The poorest
half of the population receives about one sixth of the national earnings and the wealthiest
quintile gets two-thirds of it; but it is not purely along racial lines.2°

The remainder of the southern African nations represent, to some extent, the rest of
the third world. Mozambique, Namibia, and Zimbabwe are all struggling to survive.

Namibia is the newest state of Africa. It finally wrestled free of South Africa’s grip
in Apnl 1990. In terms of economics, the effects of the war and years of South African
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exploitation have caused great chaos. The administration that governed Namibia (South
Africans) made the economy one that was export-based. This continues even after
independence. Over 90 percent of the goods produced in the economy are exported to South
Africa?' The De Beers company makes about 100-million Rand per year in profits from
diamond mining in Namibia—all of which returns to South Africa.” The effects of this
domination and exploitation is that all the profits are repatriated to South Africa and nothing
goes (o benefit Namibia in the form of developing the imfrastructure or the economy. To
make matters worse, in the years just before independence, as freedom seemed imminent,
over-extraction of minerals took place ”

Upon independence, the new government sought to cut its ties with South Africa,
but was well aware of the reality of having to deal with it in the short run. A high official in
the new government pointed out that: “We still have to work with South Africa for some
years, until we can stand on our own feet . . . The Namibian economy 1s heavily dependent on
South Africa, [our] long-term aim is 10 free [ourselves] from that dependence.”” Namibia
finds itself in the ultimate irony, dependence on its former oppressor.

Mozambique gained its independence from Portuguese colonists in 1975 after an
armed struggle. There was a mass flight of Portuguese personnel and capital from
Mozambique after they had destroyed much of the stock and equipment. The economy of
Mozambique never fully developed, even under the rule of the Portuguese. They failed to
make it the export-oriented economy they wanted.”

The Mozambican economy today is in utter chaos. Agriculture is the spine of the
economy. Between 80 and 90 percent of the total population work in this sector.?®
Agriculture contributes 44 percent to the GDP and more than 60 percent to external trade
earnings.?” But current production levels are below 1974 levels because of drought, rural
insecurity, and mismanagement of state and project farms.** As a result of these problems,
this agriculturally-based economy has to import food to meet the shortcomings of current
levels and emergency aid. The attainment of self-sufficiency is a “very distant prospect.”

Perhaps the only positive note for Mozambique is that it is not heavily dependent on
South Africa for trade (only 11.7 percent of its trade is with South Africa) because it is not
land-locked.®

Zimbabwe, formerly Rhodesia, gained its independence in 1980 following 20 years
of armed struggle against an oppressive minority-rule government. Like Rhodesia, the
economy was impaired due to international sanctions to protest its racist policies. At
independence, the new majority-rule government inherited all the problems associated with
sanctions, the long war, and years of inequities in education and opportunities.

Today, the economy of this country is second only to South Africa in southern
Africa in terms of total output. It is quite modern, broad-based and substantially industrial.
Manufacturing and mining contribute 37 percent of the GDP; Zimbabwe exports copper and
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asbestos, and is one of the world’s top producers of chrome.*' But it is agriculture that is the
foundation of the economy. Tobacco, com, and tea are the top products of the economy.’2 It
is this sector that employs much of the population.

Zimbabwe is a land-locked country that has to depend on countries with ports for
importing and exporting: primarily South Africa. Zimbabwe relies on the highway and rail
system that links these two countries. Its largest trading partner is South Africa; 17.1 percent
of its exports go there and 22.1 percent of imports are {rom there.®

Zimbabwe is actually doing quite well for an African nation with its history and
problems. But the main concem is its dependence on South Africa. South Africa has been
able to use its importance to Zimbabwe (and other nations) as a tool for political advantage.

Itis clear these nations have a number of common characteristics. They are all in
the developing stages of their economies, but are facing a number of barriers. Their histories
with colonization clearly show that those who govemed did not invest in the economies, but
in methods and equipment that allowed for more effective exploitation of those countries.
The new governments then inherited this legacy and have to essentially start over by building
education and health systems, and this takes time. They have had to redirect their economies
into becoming self-building and self-serving, instead of being export oriented. The old
policies did not promote internal growth because of the tendency of the economies to be
export-oriented.

Another charactenistic they share is dependence on South Africa. Itis clear from the
descriptions above that South Africa serves as an important economic role in Southern
Africa. On any given day, hundreds of railway wagons, with cargo ranging from ore and
chrome to oil and timber, cross South Africa’s borders to or from each of the Frontline
States.* The dependence on South Affica is a problem because of two important reasons.
First, there is the moral concem of dealing with a racist regime. These young countries have
Jjust managed (o free themselves from similar oppression. Secondly, there is economics.
Since south Africa is the target of much criticism and international sanctions, it is unwise to
establish significant economic links because those sanctions will affect all associated
economies as well. This has led to the formation of the Southem African Development
Coordination Conference (SADCC) in 1979. Its headquarters are in Gaborone, Botswana, >
The main objective of this body is to cut the economic and transportation dependence on
South Africa.

The dependence on South Africa has to do with the strength of its economy. As
noted in the description of South Afnica, the industrial sector is more important to its
economy than for any other state in Africa. The other economies then, depend on the goods
that come from these industries. Further, South African goods are particularly in demand in
the Frontline States because they are made for African conditions— in terms of specifications,
voltage, and so on.
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The SADCC has a distinctive approach in its aim to reduce the dependency on
South Africa. The scheme allocates particular functions to particular members: for example,
transportation and communications to Mozambique, food security to Zimbabwe, and other
aspects such as industrial development and research to other members.** But significant
result from these remain to be seen. The SADCC is building on almost nothing; one
representative to the SADCC said that “ . . . it is one thing for heads of government to agree
to increase inter-regional trade, but if there are no goods to trade and no investment for the
enterprises that will create the trade, what use is the agreement?>

The SADCC also is somewhat powerless because it cannot create significant levels
of trade between the member states because of the similarities of the goods they make and
the problems they face. Indeed, in 1986 the SADCC nations bought 30 percent of their
imports from South Africa—and a mere 5 percent from the other SADCC members.** The
same is true for exports: 7 percent of SADCC exports went to South Africa and just 4
percent remained within the SADCC.>®

Since dependence is a two-way street, South Africa has been taking active steps to
ensure that southern Africa will remain dependent on it. The South African government
relies on three techniques to reduce its neighbors to virtual subservience. The first, termed
“transport diplomacy,” exploits the fact that several of its neighbors are landlocked and
depend on its ports.® A number of procedures are at South Africa’s disposal: for example,
well-timed bottlenecks at ports, critical delays in the deliveries of fuel, and exhaustive
customs checks. These are also called non-taniff barriers between two countries in more
normal circumstances. These measures are employed to remind or “discipline” simply and
swiftly any country that fails to cooperate. Zambia, Zimbabwe, and, more recently and
frequently, Botswana have all been on the undesirable ends of these actions. The delays in
fuel deliveries are especially critical. Since all petroleum products have to be imported,
these nations literally slow down until it can be delivered. In December 1982, Zimbabwe
suffered a shortage that nearly brought the country to standstill.*' At one point, there was
only one day’s supply of gasoline in the country. And naturally, there are significant
negative consequences on its economy.

The second technique employed by the South African government is called
“coercive diplomacy.” This involves the use of surrogate elements for sabotage and
subversion directed at economic targets. The prime examples are the use of the Moviento
Nacional da Resistencia de Mozambique (M.N.R.) troops in Mozambique and Uniao
Nacidad de Independencia Toatal de Angola (UNITA) in Angola. In the Mozambican case,
the M.N.R. troops are used to bomb the Mozambican railway and oil pipe lines that go to
Zimbabwe and Zambia. All but one of the railway lines into Zimbabwe from any country
other than South Africa were systematically sabotaged in the 1980’s. This was done to
maintain dependence on South Africa.
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As a direct result, Zimbabwe has had to deploy its troops along the rail and pipelines
to guard against sabotage and protect repair crews. This was done at an extraordinary cost, as
guarding something as extensive as a railway line on African terrain is quite a duty. There are
soldiers every few hundred meters. This operation is quite a drain on an economy that is
already struggling. The question remains: how long can they man those railway lines?

The South Africans have also been active in mining the port of Maputo,
Mozambique. Atits independence in 1975, the port handled over 6 million tons of cargo, but
because of sabotage at the harbor and the rail ways, it has been reduced to 250,000 tons of
cargo in 1988.“ But even more serious than these aets are the air raids into Zimbabwe and
Zambia by the South African Air Force. Although these partieular targets and objectives were
political —alleged African National Congress offices— and not economie, this shows the
extent to which South Africa goes to impose its will on its neighbors. This is all part of its
“total strategy policy”” which involves the use of all forces—economic, political, military, and
diplomatic—in the defense of apartheid and maintaining the economie dependence of the
region.® The exact target whether, political, economic, or military, depends on the nation’s
vulnerability. In the case of Mozambique, it has been the use of the M.N.R. troops already in
rebellion against the current Marxist regime which South Africa trains and arms. The troops
have wrought havoc across the nation. They have also destroyed hospitals, vehicles carrying
food and medical supplies, SADCC communication sites and power-lines. As of 1984, 1,863
schools were closed, displacing 313,766 students, because of the activities of these rebels. *

Another important barrier to development is debt. Debt worsens trade deficits and
foreign-exehange shortages, which directly causes a decline in import capacity and the
productive base.* As debts grow worse they also reduce confidence and discourage
mvestments. The extent of debt in the Third World is staggering. Indeed, in low-ineome
Africa (whieh includes several of the Frontline States), the external debt to GNP ratio
averaged 88 percent in 1987.% In southern Africa, though the burden of the debt is somewhat
moderate by world standards, it is eurrently over $1.5 billion, which is Just more than half of
their combined GDP’s.¥’

Amongst the Frontline States, the sizes and types of debts are quite diverse. They
range from countries with a relatively small debt service ratio of less than 15 percent, such as
Botswana, to those with more serious ones such as Mozambique’s, which is more than 50
percent.*®  Still others are mainly from commercial sources—such as Zimbabwe’s
government, which has managed to evade substantial debt thus far.

Most of the debts that are offieial are from two of the principal providers of funds to
countries, the International Monetary Fund (I M.F.) and the World Bank. The L.M.F. first
began operating in 1947 In the early 1960’s it began using the “standby arrangement’ as
its instrument to assist countries.®® Under this policy, the LM.F. makes available a given
amount of its resources, whieh the country may use to support economic programs and
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projects. The programs are generally designed to re-establish growth. Some view these
institutions are actally perpetuating the problems these countries are facing. Their programs
are designed to promote growth rather than development. One cannot erect a strong structure
without a sturdy foundation.

As noted, typical loans are provided with certain conditions—usually that they be
used in a certain way. The problem with this is that these institutions are, rightly, going to
require that their funds be put into projects that are low risk and will bring their money back
relatively quickly. These projects, however, do not develop the country. They keep the
countries dependent on these institutions. Certain projects in telecommunications and
agriculture have always been the chief recipients of funding. Since the 1950’s, allocations for
“agriculture and rural development” have grown to as much as 25% of the World Bank’s
distribution of its lendings as of the early 1980’s. Industrial development has received even
lower amounts. Telecommunication allocations were more than 25% in the 1950’s, and have
slowly diminished. This is not to say that these projects are atrocities; these projects are good
and they are needed. But this is not where the need is absolutely critcal. Most of these
countries can do without the likes of satellite link stations or fiber-optic systems for now; they
can’t suddenly be somehow transplanted into the 21st century.

Some view significant funding of agriculture as good since the populations are
growing so rapidly. There is a limited amount of good agricultural land that can be
developed, and so there will be no significant improvements in output in many countries as
more and more land is developed. The problems arise not from the funding of agriculture,
but the proportion. It should be balanced to some degree with other projects. Further, the
World Bank also demands that a certain amount of the agriculture be sold to the rest of the
world in order to finance the debt, so it is not feeding the country anyway.

The criticism of cash crop production stems from the fact that most of the primary
products of Africa declined in their world prices in the 1980’s. In consequence, there was a
drastic deterioration of their economies because of lower revenues created. So, if a country
was already facing difficulties, this made it worse. Therefore, it appears that funding to
develop this sector will not yield the greatest returns possible. If agricultural development is
to take place, it is necessary to engage in ““production for consumption,” and not make more
than what is necessary to feed the nation.”'

What critically needs funding is the social aspect of African life. Statistics show
that southemn Africa does not spend much per child in education, well below the level it
should. An average of 6 percent of household income goes 1o education, compared to about
10 percent in the developed countries? In percentage terms it appears to be quite even, but
one should keep in mind that the incomes differ greatly —thus making the percentage
difference that much more significant. It is only with education that some of these
institutions’ projects can be maintained. There are instances all over the Third World where
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ambitious and technically advanced projects are now collecting dust because there is no
personnel to operate or repair them. Iiducation will reduce these situations. Indeed, even
SADCC economists urge “members to pool research and training.” The World Bank’s own
data clearly shows that funding to “social development” has only recently began receiving
significant amounts of attention.

Industry is another area that needs funding. Itis important because it reduces the
effects of droughts, which have plagued much of southern Africa in the past 10 years. The
World Bank has power to mandate certain policies for governments to follow, and industry 1s
not developing because of some of the bank’s conditions regarding policy adopted by the
governments.

The LM F. commands governments not to intervene with the private sector. This
then, leads to trans-national corporations and financial institutions that typically ignore local
and regional development needs because they tend to invest in the export of cheap raw
matenials or lower levels of industry.>* Since these economies already lack adequate skills
and capital, domestic entrepreneurs are left to invest primarily in trade and real estate; thus
perpetuating the loop-sided resource development. No significant development can take
place under such conditions.

Unfortunately, as the economic prospects of the nations become darker, their need
for assistance from the IM.F. and the World Bank will grow. Given their current inability to
finance their debt, the mandated conditions for aid and loans will then become more stringent,
and therefore less conducive to long-run development.

The political developments and policies in these nations also serve as effective
barriers to self-sufficiency. Policies that limit international investments, such as Zimbabwe's
ban on the repatriation of foreign investments, end up benefiting no one. Botswana, on the
other hand, has few such laws and is enjoying tremendous growth and development; as stated
previously, a 47 percent growth in the stock market has occurred in the past two years. Other
limiting developments include a peculiar fascination with Marxism. All of the SADCC
nations, with the exception of Botswana, have toyed with Marxist ideas. In light of recent
developments in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, it is curious that they remain confident
mn the potential of Marx’s doctrines. Under such policies, there are no incentives for any
outsider to invest heavily right now. One has to wonder if it is a coincidence that Botswana,
the exception to a number of these developments, is enjoying so much success.

Given all these barriers to growth and development, what can these nations do? All
governments take on the responsibility for producing and providing a wide range of goods
and services—such as national defense, internal security, money and a legal system. The
most important is the provision of alegal and institutional system which reduces the risks and
costs of transactions. The other institutions provide a foundation for the rest of the economy
to work smoothly. These institutions require efficient management and great knowledge,
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which do not exist in vast quantities in the Third World. As a result, markets fail to react as
they should or would in the First World. It is important to realize that these economies are
still developing and do not respond to policies in a predictable manner, as they would in the
industrial nations. Therefore, the government has a crucial role to play in steering and
stabilizing the economy.

Governments must provide the services that have always facilitated industrialization
and development. The most important is education. Lack of education in many countries,
rather than of physical assets or capital, is the largest encumbrance to development.

Many governments world-wide provide the physical infra- structure of industry:
transportation, communication, and energy, for instance. Although such systems are usually
better operated in the private sector, the most feasible option for nations in the developing
stages is for their governments to provide the services themselves. This is because no one is
willing to invest in the developing stages —until the governments demonstrale a willingness
to provide a foundation for growth. Growth cannot take place before development.

The next area of policy change is the policies of financial institutions. Banks,
especially, play a major role in the accumulation and reinvestment of capital, which shapes a
modern economy. In Africa, however, banks had adapted to the role the colonists had
established — financing and investing in export oriented goods.* Following independence,
the challenge was, and is, “reorganizing these institutions to finance more balanced,
integrated development capable of providing productive employment, and raising the living
standards.”* In southemn Africa, many banks have direct links to South African banks.
These links, and the subsequent limits on their interaction, upset the whole finance system of
the region. These banks had fostered the lopsided growth pattemns of colonists by
investments in exports: cash crops, cheap manufactured goods, and white infrastructure.
Banks are hesitant to finance new businesses and new types of investments.

What is crucial now is the states exert some national control over their inherited
banking and financial systems. It is important, however, to disclaim that state ownership
alone will not redirect the economies to achieve “self-reliant, balanced, integrated national
economic development.”* It must be paired with “careful formulation and implementation
of coordinated financial plans monitored by well-trained personnel . . . working with the
appropriate criteria.”

The next suggestion for policy challenge is associated with SADCC. While there is
good reason to fear that the community effort may not be constructive given the conditions of
Africa, SADCC seems to be productive. Their most important realization was the
recognition that establishing free trade amongst themselves would be a waste of titne and
resources because they produce goods which are remarkably similar. By reaching
agreements on output levels, they have the ability to get higher prices collectively if they do
not compete.
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SADCC has gone on to divide certain areas to be developed by each member.

What SADCC needs is a stronger voice as far as communicating their suggestions to heads of
states and legislators. Secondly, the SAIDCC must continue to be realistic in its projects and
goals. They must implement projects that build education, health, and basic and necessary
infrastructure. They must continue to recognize that development comes before growth.

Will the implementation of the suggested policies mean the end of struggle in
southern Africa? Will the liberation of South Africa finally bring stability to the region? The
answer (o both questions is, regrettably, "NO." Even a best case scenario will not end the
troubles of the Frontline States.

Southern Africa now finds itself in the stage of colonization called “dependency
domination.”™’ This stage is characterized by the nations’ struggle to survive despite
liberation. They are struggling to create their own image while still in the shadow of the
oppressor. Namibia, more than any other nation, is in this situation. This phenomenon is
also marked by their dependency on becoming truly international. They are no longer just
dependent on regional powers, such as South Africa, but also international institutions such
as the World Bank and the LM.F. The struggle to survive also involves trying to break free
from these and the 3 ““d’s” —debt, drought, and destabilization. This is a daunting task that
cannot be successfully accomplished in the foreseeable future.

It was not the intent of this project or the author to paint a dark picture of the future
of Africa; or to play the role of a prophet of doom. The objective was to reduce the problems
of Africa to a few manageable ones. But an even worse disservice would be done if the
reader concludes that Africa’s problems are simple—if the project somehow made li ght of
them. Itis clear that there are social, political, economic, and military aspects to the
problems. The problems are made worse by the manner in which they are intertwined. This
work addressed only a few of the economic issues. From this alone, one can begin to
understand that Africa is undergoing some exciting changes. But the main aim should be to
develop, not grow. And in the mean time, the struggle continues.
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Baseball:

A source of Upward Mobility and Social Recognition

toward Acculturation
by Michael MacCormick

Baseball is apple pie, cotton candy,
harvest moons and 1-don’t-care-if-I-never-get-back.
Baseball is America.!

The last decades of the nincteenth century marked a time of tremendous change in
America; economically, as well as socially. It was a time of cobblestone streets and horse
drawn trolleys. It was a time when the fate of young men was their own doing and hard work
was viewed as the pathway to success.? They were embracing values that celebrated self-
reliance, the work ethic, and aggressive individualism, all buttressed by a Social Darwimst
framework that emphasized both the survival of the fittest and American society’s march
toward technical advancement.® This was a time when cities were beginning to replace towns
in the East, and towns were replacing the wilderness in the West.

Waves of immigration would soon rocket the population of the United States from
50 million souls to 75 million in one gencration. Every ethnic settement, whether urban or
ghetto or rural farm community, was a colorful and curious blend of Old and New Worlds.
In all immigrant neighborhoods contrary forces were at work; the clannishness of being with
one’ s own people was offset by the unwillingness to be looked upon as a “‘greenhorn,” a
recent ammival. The Old World heritage endured side by side with an earnest desire to make an
accommodation with “the American way of life.” *

With the changes in American lifestyles, came baseball and its prominence in the
shaping of the culture of the nation. William Ambrose Hulbert was working to found the
National League, while the rules and dimensions of the sport were being organized by
Alexander Joy Cartwright > Baseball in a way, shared America’s drive toward greatness. In
Mike McBride’s manuscript, he quote’s Mark Twain in his discussion that baseball had
become, “the very symbol, the outward and visible struggle of the raging, tearing, booming
nineteenth century.”

Baseball had become, and remains stll today, an important fixture to America’s
culture. The ethnic groups that were settling in the newly formed cities and towns could see
this as a link to assimilation, and used baseball as a stepping stone toward upward mobility
and therefore, becoming more acconunodated with the " American way of life”. Its
personalities had grown in the public consciousness {rom ordinary human beings into heroes
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and demigods. Names like John J. McGraw, John “Honus” Wagner, and “Iron Man” Joe
McGinnity were sending young boys out to the country fields in quest of baseball’s honor and
glory.® The very presence of these superstars lured the eager city dwellers to the parks where
they might worship and identify with them. “For baseball, like other entertainment industries
of the era, strove to capitalize on the eageess of ethnic audiences to identify with one of
their own and on the ethnic curiosity of other groups. In Cincinnati and St. Louis, for
example, the managements of the Reds and the Cardinals advertised in German-language
newspapers to entice the larger German-speaking populations of those cities to the ball
park.””

People in the ethnic groups looked up to these men as immigrants, or sons of
immigrants, who had achieved greatness in the new world. This gave them hope that they
might someday leave the often impoverished life of minorities settling in cities and towns
alike. An example of this is Connie Mack, future manager and owner of the Philadel phia
Athletics. Mack was the son of an Irish immigrant named McGillicuddy, who shortened the
family name. To escape a lifetime as a Massachusetts factory worker, Mack chose tp pursue
a career in baseball, and in 1886, at the age of twenty-four, he joined the Washington club to
begin a career that would span sixty-six years.?

In James Michener’s study of sports in America, he discusses Herman Fly, the son
of a baker who has come to America from Germany, who frowns upon his son’s desire to
play in the street with other boys.

He wanted Herman to learn baking, but the boy had no desire
to rise at two each morning to bake the day’s cinnamnon buns.
Instead he joined the games the neighborhood boys were playing,
and in a way learned that he was German. It came about when
they chose up sides, for in the custom that then prevailed in the
major-league training camps, every baseball player was either on
the Irish side or the German. Herman was proud to be one of the
Germans, and it seemed natural to him that he should be eternally
opposed to the Irish, but in the late summer of 1913 such rivalry
was forgotten. The Athletics won the American League
championship and headed for the World Series with the National
League champion, New York. Herman was caught up in the
frenzy and surprised his father one night by announcing, ‘I'm an
Athletics.”®

This ethnic pride was felt not only by the fans, but by the players as well. Honus,
or Hans, Wagner is considered by many to be the greatest player that ever walked on a
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baseball diamond. In Lawrence Ritter’s The Glory of Their Tim..., Hans Lobert talks about
his first meeting with Wagner, and the bond they shared as Germans playing on the
Pittsburgh team together.

Naturally, my idol was Honus Wagner, and | tried to do
everything just like he did. Ieven tried to walk like him.
Wagner lived in Carnegie, which wasn’t far from where we
lived, and lots of times I'd see him out there playing baseball
with the kids after the Pirates’ game was over. A wonderful he
was. Wagner asked me where I was from, and when he found
out I lived near him and my name was Johannus, the same as his,
he started calling me Hans Number Two. From then on he
always called me Hans Number Two, for all the fifty years we
knew each other. I've always been proud of that.'’

Lobert, the son of a cabinet maker, would get up at four in the moming and milk cows and
deliver the milk before going to school. This was done to earn much needed money for the
family. Lobert’s success in baseball is highlighted by the fact that except for Connie Mack,
he was involved with professional baseball longer than anyone else in the history of the
game."!

Players like Wagner, Lobert, and Mack were respected, not only because they were
great baseball people, but because they were members of the newly arrived ethnic groups,
who needed more than anything, a sense of belonging. The ballplayers did belong, and were
able to successfully rise above the factories and farms, to achieve relative wealth and fame.
Soon after the Germans and Irish established themselves as competitive baseball stars, other
ethnic groups, (i.e. Italians, French, Slavs), began to use baseball as way 10 Americanize
themselves.

Names like Lazzeri, Lajoie, and Coveleski began to appear on team rosters. Larry
“Napoleon” Lajoie, of French decent, began his career with Philadelphia of the National
League. In 1896, a young infielder, reported to be “rattlin good,” began establishing himself
almost immediately. After a few games, Sporting News said he was living up to his
reputation as a hitter and *“should prove a regular terror.”? He became one of the
outstanding hitters of baseball and one of its most graceful second baseman. His popularity
reached such hei ghts that when he Jater managed the Cleveland club in the American League,
they renamed themselves the Naps, after their famous leader.

Stanislaus Kowalewski was born in 1890. Thirty years later, as Stanley Coveleski,
he became one of the few pitchers in the history of baseball to pitch three winning games in a
single World Series. His older brother, Harry gained fame with the Philadelphia Phillies.
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Stanley pitched for thirteen years (1916-1928), winning 214 games, mostly for Cleveland.
Stanley rose to fame from the mines of Pennsylvania, where a great many Slavs spent their
entire lives.

See, I never played much baseball when I was kid. How Could
1? When [ was twelve years I went to work in the coal mines.
When I was twelve years old I was working in the mines from
seven in the morning to seven at night, six days a week. Which
means a 72-hour week, if you care to figure it up. For those 72
hours I got $3.75. About 5 cents an hour. There was nothing
strange in those days about a twelve-year-old Polish kid in the
mines for 72 hours a week at a nickel an hour. What was strange
was that I got out of there. Like I said, I never played inuch
baseball in those days. 1 couldn’t. Never saw the sunlight. Most
of the year I went to work in the dark and came home in the
dark. I would have been a natural at night baseball. Never knew
the sun came up any day but Sunday. But every evening after |
got home I'd throw stones at tin cans. 1don’t know why. Just
for something to do, I guess. Heck, we didn’t have any
television then, or radio, or automobiles, or even a telephone or
electric lights. Had to do something. So I threw stones. I'd put
a tin can on a log, or tie it to a tree, and stand maybe 40 or 50
feet away and throw stones at it. Did that every night 6l it was
time to go to bed. 1 did that for so many years | could hit one of
those things blindfolded. Well, the semipro team in town heard
about me being so good throwing stones at tin cans and they
asked me if I'd like to pitch for them. That was in 1908, when I
was eighteen. Then, before | knew what hit me, I was signed to a
contract with Lancaster, and [ was out of those darnn mines for
good.”

Coveleski was elected to Baseball’s Hall of Fame in 1969.
In The Book of Sports Lists, there appears list of the All-Time baseball team, as it
was supposedly prepared by the fictiious Don Vito Corleone.
First base Joe Pepitone
Second Base Tony Lazzeri
Third Base Joe Torre
Shortstop - Phil Rizzuto
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Outfield - Joe DiMaggio
Oultfield - Carl Funllo
Outfield - Rocky Colavito
Catcher Yogi Berra
Pitcher Sal Maglie"

This list contains four members of baseball’s Hall of Fame, as well as three future managers.
Joe DiMaggio, with his brothers Vince and Dominic, grew up in the Italian fish markets of
San Francisco. “Joltin’ Jo” rose out of this somewhat humble lifestyle, to become
internationally known, chiefly because of his success on the baseball field. There have been
songs written about him, including some that mention his name as a symbol of courage and
Nationalism. For instance, Simon and Garfunkel’s popular song, “Mrs. Robinson™; “Where
have you gone Joe DiMaggio? ‘Joltin’ Joe* has gone to fight the war.”

Carl Furillo was a member of the Brooklyn Dodgers in the late forties and early
filties, and was a celebrated member of the famed Boys of Summer. In an interview that
appears in Roger Kahn’s The Boys of Sumuner, Furillo discusses what his opuons were
growing up a poor ltalian kid.

He could always play ball, he said. He could throw, and his
brother Nick encouraged him to play, and, hell, he said, when he
got through with grade school what were the jobs? Picking in an
apple orchard for $5 a week. Helping in a woolen mill for $15.
But the family kept him close, and it wasn’t till he was eighteen
and his mother died that he could go off to be a professional. "’

These ball players were used as a bonding tool, in order to develop a sense of ethnic pnde as
well as an identifiable mark on American society.

“The Great White Father now calls you his brothers, not his children. It gives me
great pleasure as President of the United States to bring this greeting (o you and your ‘
people.”’¢ As the American Indian disappeared {rom the plains, he began to reappear on the
athletic fields of the country. Players like Charles “Chief” Bender were headlining the
baseball highlights. After Bender's victory over the Giants in the 1905 World Senes, The
New York Times headline read, “Mathewson must take revenge for the Chippewa’s Deed.” !’
Jim Thorpe, a Sac and Fox from Oklahoma and probably the greatest all-around athlete who
ever lived, also played outfield for the New York Giants and the Cincinnati Reds from 1913
through 1919. John “Chief” Meyers was from the Cahuilla Valley, as part of a tribe that
makes up the Mission Indians of Southern California. le eventually caught for Christy
Mathewson and batted .358in 1912. 1
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John McGraw, long time manager of the New York Giants, conducted a tireless
search for a good Jewish ballplayer. McGraw reasoned that a Jewish star would lure New
York's large Jewish population to the Polo Grounds.!® For a time, it appeared McGraw had
found a star in Andy Cohen. Cohen was born to Jewish immigrant parents and was given a
Jewish education. When he made the Giants in 1924, he was welcomed by New York’s
Jewish community. Cohen accounted for four runs on opening day when the Giants beat the
Braves 5-2. At the end of the game, Jewish fans ran on to the field and paraded Cohen on
their shoulders. James Harrison of the New York Times wrote, “it was, by far, the greatest
" demonstration to an individual player that we have ever seen...” 2°

Cohen'’s career did not last long, ending after the 1930 season. However, this is a
fine example of how quickly the ethnic communities latched on to their heroes. Cohen was a
middle-class Jewish kid from the Bronx. But, for a brief time, he was a hero to Jews and
Giants fans alike. It was after Cohen’s moment in the limelight, that Hank Greenberg made
his way into the hearts of Jewish communities across the nation.

I remember my Uncle Julius talking about Hank
Greenberg, not just as a baseball player, not just as a prominent
or highly visible Jew, but as a symbol, a beacon. And more:
Greenberg , one of the all-time great homerun-hitters, carried
with him the burden of the historical Jews, facing great odds
against injustice and hatred, and withstanding it all not only to
survive, but to prevail. To asmall boy, the name alone — Hank
Greenberg — was magical, larger than life, like that of some
storybook character... But big-league baseball, generally, and
his views of Jews who played the game were, for Uncle Julius,
and for many like him, a test of acculturation. It resembled how
the Italians rooted for “Poosh-"em Up” Lazzeri and Joe
DiMaggio of the New York Yankees, or the Polish rooted for Al
Simmons of the Philadelphia A’s, and, some years later, the way
the blacks cheered in the stands and in their hearts for Jackie
Robinson of the Brooklyn Dodgers.?!

Greenberg’s performance on the diamond gave Jewish population something of
which to be proud. Greenberg played during a period when there was a tremendous need for
heroes. It was the Great Depression when people were forced to sell apples on street corers.
Some Jews, like the Irish, and other ethnic groups used sports to rise from the ghetto. No Jew
had really succeeded at haseball, unless one were to consider Moe Berg of an earlier time.

At a time when Jews, in order to assimilate, were shortening their names, Hank Greenberg
stood proud on the ball field. Greenberg didn’t change his name, and though he didn’t flaunt
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his Jewishness, he didn’t hide it either. In this regard, one of the most significant things he
ever did was something he didn’t do: In 1934, during the heat of the pennant drive in the
American League, Greenberg didn’t play on Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the year for
Jews2 Because of Greenberg, the Jewish population became a major force in the area of
sports; contributing such baseball stars as Sandy Koufax and Rod Carew.

Shortly after Greenberg retired in 1947, A black man named Jackie Roosevelt
Robinson was making news as the first Negro to play in the Major Leagues since blacks had
been banned at the beginning of the century. Robinson was signed by Branch Rickey and the
Brooklyn Dodgers. When Robinson was signed, the blacks in the Negro Leagues were
rooting him on, * Come on Jack. Come on, big black man. Show those white guys. After
you, comes us.”2> Before Robinson signed, he was only allowed to play in the Negro
Leagues. Naturally, to become a Major Leaguer, meant a sense of social acceptance. Being
able to play Major League ball would be a stepping stone out of the slums, and into
America’s culture. To some blacks, the Negro Leagues alone made a difference. They
looked at baseball, including the Negro Leagues, as a way to move up on the social ladder.

I'm not bitter,” says Ted Page. “ I think I’'m very lucky to be

able to say that I played with all the great ball players, with and
against them.” If the color line limited the fame and fortune of
these men, they nonetheless earned far more than they would
have in other walks of life; in an age of limited mobility, their
travels made them truly unique. “A Negro ball player, playing
Negro ball in the United States might not have lived like a king,
but he didn’t live bad either, writes Roy Capanella. We had
players ... who came from sium neighborhoods ... Playing ball
was a way (o beat that, to move on to something better.”
Campanella’s fellow catcher, Quincy Trouppe, claims, “‘Baseball
opened doors for me which would have been barred ... It
revealed new vistas that were more educational than a doctor’s
degree ... because of this great national game, | have lived a life
comparable to the wealthiest man in the United States.”**

Since baseball had accepted them, America was accepting them. The blacks had
finally gotten the chance to prove something to society, without the use of demonstration or
violence. Baseball breaking its color barrier allowed baseball to regain its role of being a link
to American acculturation.

There are still ethnic groups just beginning to develop themselves into principle
factors in filling big league rosters. The most significant ethnic group is of course the Latin
minority. Latin ballplayers and their dramatic impact on the American national pastime did
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not begin with the 1980’s, of course. For at least four decades now, the Spanish-speaking
ballplayer has been making his influence felt in ever increasing numbers. From the brilliant
fielding shortstops in the 1950s and ‘60s (Chico Carrasquel, Luis Aparicio, Leo Cardenas,
Jose Valdivielso, Zoiolo Versalles), to the strong armed hurlers (Juan Marichal, Mike Cuellar,
Luis Tiant) and adept batsmen (Roberto Clemente, Orlando Cepeda, Minnie Minoso, Rico
Carty) of the 1960s, on to the current crop of Hispanic superstars (Jose Canseco, Fernando
Valenzuela, George Bell), the Latin American impact on the majors has been inescapable in
recent decades.

This impact not only strengthens the quality of player playing in the majors, but it
gives the players coming from underdeveloped Latin countries a source of higher income, as
well as a feeling of belonging. Trends like “‘I'ernandomania” and the fact that the highest
paid man in baseball comes from a Spanish-speaking country, shows how baseball is
continuing to serve as a tool for assimilation and acculturation.

Since just before the turn of the century, baseball has served as a link toward the
nation’s soul; its beliefs, what it stands by. In Hank Greenberg's autobiography, Ira Berkow
has written an introduction that describes an earlier time in baseball history; during the 30’s,
when the nation needed something like baseball. Mr. Berkow's Uncle Julius, a Jew, had
come to America expecting to find tremendous wealth. Instead, he received the Great
Depression. One thing saved Julius’ outiook: baseball.

It was a great country and a miserable country at the same

time. There was hope and disappointment. The streets weren't
paved with gold, like the Europeans who dreamed of coming to
America had believed, and the ghettos, they’d soon find out,
were overcrowded, dank, ridden with disease, and often filled
with despair. But still, with one’s sweat and brains and
imagination, a litle gold  and sometimes a lotof gold  could
be earned.

Baseball reflected all this. You struck out, but there was
always another at bat. You made an error in the field, but on the
next ball you might make a dazzling catch to save the game. In
America, anything was possible. In baseball, anything was
possible, Baseball was a wholly American game. Baseball was
(it still is) America.”

Notes

' “Stars & Stripes, Bats & Balls Forever”, Jim Murray, Los Angeles Times
2 The Glory of Their Times, (VidAmerica, Inc., New York, N.Y ., 1990).

74



3 Levine, Peter A.G. Spalding and the Rise of Baseball, (Oxford University Press, New York,
N Y. 1985) p. Ml

. Wayne Moquin, ed., (Encyclopedia
Britannica Corporallon New York, 197 l) p. L
5 Durso, Joseph, Baseball and the American Dream, (The Sporting News, St. Louis, Mo,
1986), p. 23.
§ The Baseball Encyclopedia, Joseph L. Reichler, ed., ( Macmillan Publishing Company,
New York, N.Y., 1985), p. 123-129.
7+ Andy Cohen; Second Baseman As Ethnic Hero”, The National Pastime, (The Society of
American Baseball Research, Inc., Cleveland, Ohio, 1990), p. 83.
8 Voigt, David Quentin, American Baseball (University of Oklahoma Press, Oklahoma,

1970),p. 7.

? Michener, James A., Sporis In America (Fawcett Publications, Inc., Greenwich, Conn.,
1976), p.33-34.
10 Ritter, Lawrence S.,_ The Glory of Their Times (Vintage Books, New York, N.Y., 1985), p.
188-189.
" Ibid., p. 186.
12 Seymour, Harold, Baseball; The Fady Years (Oxford University Press, New York, N.Y ,
1989), p. 287.
3 Rutter, p. 118-121.
14 Pepe, Phil and Hollander, Zander . The Book of Sports Lists (Pinnacle Books, New York,
NY ., 1979), p.101.
15 Kahn, Roger, The Boys of Summer, (Signet , New York, N.Y., 1973), p. 311.
16 The Glory of Their Times VidAmerica, Inc.
17 Thid.
18 Ritter, Lawrence and Honig, Donald, The Image of Their Greatness, (Crown Publishers,
Inc., New York, N.Y ., 1979), p. 43.
19 Andy Cohen: Second Baseman as Ethnic Hero,” The National Pastime p- 83.
20 [bid., p. 85.
2 Greenberg, Hank, Hank Greenberg: The Story of My Life, (T imes Books, New York, N.Y .,
1989), p. XIIL.
2 Ibid., p. XV.
2 Tygiel, Jules, Baseball's Great Experiment, Vintage Books, New York, N.Y., 1984.
H Tygel, Jules, Baseball’'s Great Experiment Vintage Books, ( New York, N.Y ., 1984), p.
28-29.
2 (Greenberg, Hank, Hank Greenberg: ‘The Story of My Lif¢ Times Books, New York, NY,
1989,

75



BIBLIOGRAPHY

“Andy Cohen: Second Baseman as Ethnic Hero,” Bill Simons, The
The Society for American Baseball
Research, Inc., Cleveland, Ohio, 1990.

i Joseph L. Reichler, ed., Macmillan
Publishing Company, New Y ork, 1985.

Creamer, Robert W., Babe: The [ egend Comes To Life, Viking
Penguin Inc., New York, NW., 1983.

Daley, Arthur, Inside Baseball, Grosset and Dunlap, New Y ork,
1950.

“Dodgers with a Latin Beat,” Peter C. Bjarkman, Dodgers, 1 os
Angeles Dodgers, Inc., 1990., pp.25-49.

Durso, Joseph, Baseball and the American Dream, The Sporting
News Publishing Co., St. Louis, Mo., 1986.

] Bud Greenspan, dir., VidAmerica, Inc.,
New York, NNW_, 1987.

Greenberg, Hank, Hank Greenberg: The Story of My Life, Times
Books, New Y ork, 1989,

Kahn, Ro%:r , The Boys of Summer, Signet Books, New Y ork,
1973.

Levine, Peter, A.G, Spalding and the Rise.of Baseball, Oxford
Umversxty Press, New York, N.Y., 1985.

Michener, James A., Sports In America, Fawcett Publications, Inc.,
Greenwich, Conn., 1976.

Moquin, Wayne, Makers of America: Seekers After Wealth 1871-
1890, Encyclopedia Brittanica Educational Corporation,
New York, N.Y., 1971.

Pepe, Phil and Hollander, Zander, S
Pinnacle Books, LLos Angeles, 1979.

76



Ritter, Lawrence S., The Glory of Their Times, Vintage Books,
New Y ork, 1985.

Ritter, Lawrence S. and Donald Honi;rz,, ['he Image of Their
Greatness. Crown Publishers, Inc., New York, N.Y., 1979.

Seymour, Harold, Bascball: The Early Y ears, Oxford University
Press, New York, 1989,

Seymour, Harold, Baseball: The Golden Age. Oxford University
Press, New York, 1989.

“Stars & Stripes, Bats & Balls Forever,” Jim Murray, Los Angeles

Tygicl, Jules, all’ ' : ] i
His Legacy, Random House, New York, N.W., 1984.

Voigt, David Quentin '

] jon, Umversity of
Oklahoma Press, United States, 1970.

77



The Culture of Morality:
A comparison of Salt Lake City, UT with Tacoma, WA to determine the
influence of Mormonism upon social structure.

by Jeffrey A. Henderson

The Mormon church was founded in 1830 by Joseph Smith. This new church
quickly developed unique patterns of family structure and doctrine. (Thornton, 1979) The
Mormon family generally consists of a husband and wife with several children. Mormons
have also engaged in polygamy at different points in history, but that practice has been
abandoned for the most part due to extreme social pressure. (Stanley S. Ivins in Hill and
Allen, 1972) Mormon theology teaches that while on earth, followers are to marry and create
families, consisting of husband, wife and children; families which, once formed, will exist for
eternity. In addition, the Mormon concept of heaven exists as multiple levels, the highest of
which cannot be attained without marriage and a family. (Thorton, 1979.)

Thomton believes that the relationship between religion and fertility can best be
summed up as an interaction between religion and social organization. The values inherent in
religion will interact with the structure or means of the existing social organization to produce
childbearing levels. For example, the degree of influence a religion has on fertlity could
depend on whether or not the followers of that religion were a minority in the population. If
the group is a minority, it may feel threatened by the majority (social organization factor).
Combining that with a pronatalist ideology, (religious factor) creates high fertility. (Thornton,
1979) Benton Johnson, a religious historian, has defined the church as* .. a religious group
that accepts the social environment in which it exists,” and a sect as . . a religious group that
rejects the social environment in which it exists.” Baer believes that the Mormon church
began as a “sect,” but has indeed become a *‘church.” (Baer, 1988) While Mormons are
quick to point out many of the social and moral problems present in the larger American
society, they, more than most others, have adapted themselves well to to the economic,
political and societal forces surrounding them. (Baer, 1988)

In the late 1970’s, Thornton conducted a study to prove that there was something
about Mormon theology that has a direct impact on childbearing. (Thomton, 1979) Because
Mormons share so many ideals with the common American middle class, Thomton
determined that he would have to isolate Mormonism from all other variables in order to
determine whether the fertility effects were caused by theology, or were simply a result of
social structure. Among the independent variables used in this study were age at marriage,
duration of marriage, education of both husband and wife and region of residence. As
predicted, after controlling for these variables, Mormon fertility remained high compared (0
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that exhibited by non-Mormons. (Thornton, 1979) Results of this study opposed the
hypothesis that high Mormon fertility is due to important social factors that affect fertility,
and proved that Mormon theology has a strong control over fertility rates in areas with large
Mormon populations.

If large Mormon populations, therefore, have an effect on fertility rates, what other
characteristics can we speculate the Mormon community will possess? It will naturally have
a high crude birth rate and general fertility rate. It should also have a disproportionate
woman-child ratio, due to the large number of children conceived by each woman. The
median age of the population should be fairly young, as should be the age at marriage, both
reflecting the importance of creating new family units to Mormon theology. The resources of
the community should be directed more toward childbirth than toward the prolongation of
life. T would also expect the number of single parent households in a Mormon community to
be small. I will now examine statistics for both Salt Lake City and Tacoma, my intent being
to illustrate the difference between the characteristics of a Mormon community and a non-
Mormon community of the same approximate size.

I have divided the available data on Salt Lake City and Tacoma into two categories.
These are: 1) Socioeconomic factors that indirectly influence fertility and 2) demographic
factors that directly influence fertility. (All of the foltowing data come from the U.S.B.C.
County and City Data Book, 1988.)

Table I. Physical Data

1985 Land Area 100.5 mi2 478 mi? + 52.7 mi
1986 Total Population 158 440 158,950 510

The purpose of the data presented in Table I is basically to illustrate that Salt Lake
and Tacoma are similar using an external geographic perspective.

Table II: Ethnic Composition Data, 1980

TAQ)

White 89.76% 4.21% +5.55%
Black 1.55% 9.15% -7.6%
Indian/ Aleut 1.30% 1.83% -0.53%
Asian 2.04% 2.99% -0.95%
Latino 7.55% 2.44% +5.11%

Different ethnic groups have different fertility rates. Many factors that influence life
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course differences between races play a part in fertility decisions. The most significant data
presented in Table II are the large differences created between Tacoma and Salt ] ake
regarding black and latino populations. Salt Lake's location plays an important role in its
possession of a larger latino population. But why does Tacoma have so much a larger
proportion of blacks? It could be a function of the church’s presence in Salt Lake creating an
uncomfortable environment for the much more liberal, expressive culture of the black
religious experience, a form of institutional racism.

Table III: Household Data

Salt Lake Tacoma Diff.
SLC >TAC)
1980 No. of Households 67,576 63,405 +4,171
1980 Persons per HH 2.35 2.44 -0.09
1980 Female Headed HH 9.0% 11.6% 2.6%
1985 Per Capita Income $10.248 $9,365 +883
1979 Families Below Pov. Level 10.5% 10.6% 0.1%

A “household” can be considered as an economic measurement of American social
organization. This data could be used as a measurement of the distribution of available
resources throughout the system of social organization. Most important in Table 111 are the
differences in numbers of households and female-headed households in Salt Lake and
Tacoma. Salt Lake has a smaller population, yet more households. Tacoma has an unusually
higher proportion of single-parent families than does Salt Lake. Both these phenomena may
be considered results of the “culture of morality” created in Salt L ake by Mormonism’s
emphasis upon the family unit. (Salt Lake holds the “household” in very high estcem.)

Table IV: Other Supporting Data
| T Dl SLC > TAC)

1985 Crime Rate' 11,593 12,994 -1401
1980 Education 12+ Years 76.7% 71.1% +5.6%
1980 Education 16+ Years 25.5% 13.6% +11.9%
1986 Unemployment Rate 6.0% 9.0% 3%
1984-85 General Revenue $145.5 million  $131.1 mil. +$14.4 mil.
1984-85 General Fxpenses $161.5million  $124.5nul. +37 mil.
1984-85 Exp. on Public Welfare na 0.3% n/a
1984-85 Exp. on Public Health n/a 5.6% n/a

Other supporting data presented in Table IV illustrate further differences between
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Salt Lake and Tacoma in the areas of crime, unemployment, education and city budgeting.
The difference in crime rates may again be a function of the “culture of morality,” due to the
existence of a much more structured society where a prime goal is to ensure that the needs of
all members are being met. The education differentials, especially college completion, are
alarming. Part of this may be due to the establishment of personal goals and absolute
dedication to reaching them that the Mormon comnmunity seeins 10 be so good at. Itis also
interesting 1o note that Salt Lake does not make their city budgeting procedures available.

In this section, I have presented many instances in which the church has affected
ways of life other than fertility. Itis clear, as shown by these data, to see that the morality and
dedication the Mormon church has been successful in generating within its members has had
an influence on the external appearance of the Salt Lake community. [ will now focus strictly
on fertility statistics themselves 10 see if indeed Salt L ake is a more fertile community than
Tacoma due to Mormon influences.

In this section, I will present all available data regarding fertility rates in both cities.
[ will then make assumptions and deductions that will generate the secondary fertility
statistics that are vital to compare these cities from a more fertile perspective. (Again, all data

presented comes from the U.C.B.C. County and City Data Book. 1988)

Table V-A: Fertility Factor Statistics I, 1984

Number of Births 3,795 3,053 +742
Births to Mothers under 20 10% 14.3% 43%
Birth Rate 23.0 19.1 +39
Number of Infant Deaths 43 38 +5
Infant Mortality Rate 11.3 12.4 -1.1
Numnber of Deaths 1,685 1,799 -114
Death Rate 10.2 11.3 -1.1

Table V-B: Fertility Factor Statistics 1

SaltLake C Pi Co Diff,(SLC -> TAC)
1988 Males per,100 Females 9.2 102.7 4.5
1988 Population age 15-34 36.7% 37.1% -0.4%

At this point, | must specify which secondary fertility statistics [ will use in my
comparison. In many readings and studies, it has been proven that age-specific fertility rates
are often best for comparison purposes because they altow for the division of child-bearing
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responsibility across the age spectrum. Also ASFR’s are used as the basis for many other
secondary fertility statistics. Unfortunately, with the data that [ have been able to find, the
calculation of these statistics would be very unreliable. First, [ would have to use the data in
Table V-B which are based on county rather than city conditions, causing some discrepancy .
Second, I would need to use the presented males per 100 females data across each cohort
allowing for even more discrepancy. Third, I would have to take the proportion of predicted
women within each age cohort and withdraw their percentage of child birth from the crude
birth rate, causing yet a third discrepancy. Rather than engaging in a long, belaboring
process to obtain three-level unreliable information, I will use general fertility rates to
compare the two populations.

In order to generate general fertility rates for the two cities, it is necessary to know
the number of births in a year (given in Table V-A) and the population of child-bearing
women. Assuming that the majority of women bearing children do so between the ages of
15-34, we can deduce the population of child bearing women as shown in Table V1.

Table VI: Deducing the Population of Child-Bearing Women.

SaltLake Tacoma
A. Males per 100 Females 98.2 102.7
B. % of Population Male (A/2) 49.1% 51.3%
C. % of Population Female (100%-B) 50.9% 48.7%
D. % Population age 15-34 36.7% 37.1%
E. Total Population 158 440 158,950
F. Total Population age 15-34 (D*E) 58,147 58,950
G. Total No. of Women age 15-34 (C*F) 29,597 28,718

Given these figures for child bearing women, we can calculate the general fertility
rates as follows:

# of Biths

GFR 100*
Population of Child Bearing Women
Salt Lake Tacoma
3,795/29,597 * 100 1282 3,053/28718 * 100 106.3
+21.9

Now [ feel there are soine concrete differences to point out between Salt Lake and
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Tacoma. The general fertility rate tells how many women choose to have children, based on
the number of women capable of having them. In Salt Lake, 12.8% of all capable women
gave birth to achild. In "Tacoma, only 10.6% did. Additionally, in a population with 510
fewer people, Salt Lake generated 742 more babies. The difference in percentages of eligible
women choosing to have babies can be linked to the church’s teaching that the role of women
is to bear children and add to the family unit. Additionally, the higher proportion of women
than men present in the Salt Lake community may be due to the Mormon practice of sending
young men On missions, upon completion of which they retum to the community and take a
wife. Atany time when the population is counted, a large proportion of men aged 19-25 will
be missing. Obviously, the “culture of morality” may again be credited for causing the low
percentage of births to mothers under twenty. This would be seenas a horrendous sin by
Mormon eyes. The lower number of deaths in the Mormon community proves insignificant
when factored with population size, as the differential between death rates points out.

In concluding my statistical comparison, | wish to focus on the question ** ... do the
Salt Lake statistics show the effects of the church on the existing social structure?” The
answer to this question is relatively simple. The Salt Lake community possesses the high
crude birth rates, high general fertility rate and other statistical characteristics 1 predicted
before beginning the study. Butl also feel that this question has a deeper meaning. Although
in this country we have legal conditions that mandate the separation of church and state, if a
religion were as concentrated in one area and as homogeneous and assimilated into American
mainstream culture as Mormonism s, it would be possible for the values of the dominant
religious group to overstep the boundaries of the political entity; causing the political entity i
express values distinctly associated with the religious group. I beheve this has occuired in
Salt Lake. Itis evidenced in the objective political statistics presented about the area, and it
will also be pointed out in the prenatal policy I will shortly discuss. Noteveryone in Salt
Lake is a Mormon, but all living there must function under the *“culture of morality”
presented by the church.

This study warrants a discussion on its relevance to both population theory and
history. I feel that the Mormon community functions on its own, self-created population
theory that exists as a function of the church’s theology. A Mormon population theorist
would say that their population theories come from God, for He is the one that has
commanded them to form large families that will enter heaven as a unit. Therefore, the
closest thing available to a discussion on Mormon population theory would be a discussion
on Mormon theology, as presented in the first section of this paper. Thus, we are forced to
compare this population theory to that of Malthus. Both share a similar strand based upon
morality leading to abstinence as a method of population control.

As far as history is concerned, religion is not as much a dependable, unwavering
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bastion of social organization as many fundamentalist preachers would have us to believe.
Religions divide, are born, modify and die from year to year, especially in the modem era.
However, I feel that religion and theology are two separate entities, and that theology is
dependable and unchanging over time. Since the Mormon fertili ty phenomenon is linked
directly to Mormon theology, it cannot have changed much over time. If anything, the
negative differentials presented between Salt Lake and Tacoma have o do with the
demoralization of the ‘gentile’ population that has been taking place in the modern era. The
purpose of this study is to prove that these conditions exist now. Because of the nature of
these conditions, I am assuming that history will prove these conditions to have existed for
quite a while.

The values of the Salt Lake community, which I have stated are a function of the
teachings of the church, should be reflected in public policies dealing with birth. In this final
section, I shall discuss briefly the nature of Tacoma's health services, followed by a
discussion on Salt Lake’s recent “Baby Y our Baby” program.

My knowledge of Tacoma’s provision of health services is based upon my residence
there and upon my health care coverage at Group Health Cooperative of Puget Sound, the
State of Washington’s primary health care source for welfare recipients. Care levels in
Tacoma are characteristically low, mainly due to underfunding at the state level. Most of the
care efforts are directed toward Tacoma’s large black and Asian populations. This is
evidenced by Group Health’s locations in the central city and south end, typically black and
Asian neighborhoods, respectively. Group Health provides a range of prenatal and well baby
care services. Their success depends upon the dedication and regularity of mothers (mostly
minority women) to make and keep appointments. To my understanding, this has been a
problem hampering the success of GHC’s programs.

The state of Utah is currently sponsoring its “Baby Your Baby” program. My
knowledge of this program is based on a local newspaper insert and on a telephone
conversation with Beinie Archie, Salt Lake County coordinator for the program. The
program focuses upon ways of informing women about the importance of prenatal care. The
insert was run in local newspapers statewide to promote the goal of creating awareness. The
program aims specifically at reducing low birthweight as a cause of infant mortality, stressing
its importance as a national health objective. The program is also searching for a way to .
address the issue of obstetrical liability, the high cost of which has forced many doctors out of
the practice of delivering babies. This has resulted in many birth difficulties resulting from
long drives necessary for pregnant mothers to reach willing doctors when they enter labor.
The program’s main accomplishment is its assistance program for women living in poverty,
provided through the WIC? program. The WIC program provides medical care and nutrition
for both mothers and babies at no cost. Medical visits are covered by state funds and food
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vouchers are given to mothers to purchase foods specified on the WIC supplemental diet.

According to Archie, the program was approved in 1986 and given $1.6 million
generated by the state’s “sin tax” on cigarettes. In addition, Archie states that the largest
proportion of people who use the program are minorities, specifically Latinos. She states that
many of the people who developed “Baby Y our Baby” were non-Mormon and that the
program was not bom out of the church.

In the section of the insert entitled “‘From the Sponsors of Baby Your Baby,” I found
the following statement:

The goal of the “Baby Y our Baby” campaign is to lower

the number of low birthrate infants born and the infant mortality

rate within the State of Utah by encouraging all pregnant women

to seck early and repeated prenatal care. The project focuses on

the need for the mother’s family and the community to nurture

and assist her in having the best pregnancy possible, 1o support

the coming of life and the quality of that life...

Literally, ‘no’, the program is not a direct outreach of the church. But this statement proves
that it is a direct outreach of a community that has been influenced by the morality created by
the dominant ideology within it. Where else would conditions exist where a public health
department could call upon entire families for this kind of support and expect to getit?
Mormonism has overstepped the boundary of the Utah political entity and as a result, the
Utah political entity is promoting values distinctly associated with Mormonism.

In conclusion, I would like to discuss the Salt Lake condition from the perspective
of the Urban Peephole Hypothesis. This rather Marxist hypothesis suggests that the city is a
condensed expression of society and a collection of societal institutions. A struggle ensues in
which the most dominant social institution emerges and affects every aspect of its
surrounding community. This allows us to use specific cities as “‘peepholes” to study the
effects of certain social institutions. This paper has isolated Salt Lake City as a case study to
determine the effect of Mormonism on the structure of the community. This study
determined that religion has played a major role in shaping the entire social structure,
especially fertility, both through social statistics and through public policy in Salt Lake City.
This city truly possesses and exhibits a “culture of morality.”
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CHARACTERIZAION OF FEMALE VIRTUE:
MILTONIC FEMINISM AS REFLECTED IN COMUS
by Mona Fortini

During the 1970’s, critics of John Milton’s works often viewed his female
characters as representations of his misogyny. Their essays created a powerful critical
argument, forcing many women critics to debate against these early feminist views. Barbara
K. Lewalski wrote a strong rebuttal to Marcia Landy; Joan Malory Webber argued Sandra
Gilbert’s view in an article published posthumously; and Diane Kelsey McColley attacked
the feminist critique in her articles, as well as her book-length account which defended his
portrayal of Eve.'! Throughout this critical debate, some critics have viewed Milton’s female
characters as created images of his patriarchal thoughts; others view his female characters as
images of true female subjectivity, which Milton did not create, but surely acknowledged.
Recent critics, especially Lewalski and McColley, have confirmed that Milton’s attitudes
were not even close to those of a misogynist, and that he was ahead of his time in his attitudes
that women should have the equivocal dignities and responsibilities to those of men’s. These
attitudes were very rarely acknowledged in the seventeenth century.? Historian Christopher
Hill advocates and supports the stance that other scholars have demonstrated, which asserts
that Milton’s portrayal of women characters “were on the whole more favorable to women
than those of most of his articulate contemporaries.”

In his 1644 The Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce, Milton develops for the first
time his stance that husband and wife are not only “one Flesh’ but “one Heart, one Soul” as
well.* His divorce tracts support his thesis:

That indisposition, unfitness or contrariety of mind,
arising from a cause in nature unchangable, hindering
and ever likely to hinder the main benefits of conjugali
society, which are solace and peace, is a greater
reason of divorce than natural frigidity, especially if
there be no children, and that there be no chiidren, and
that there be mutual consent.’

Hence, Milton insists that the wife essentially should have the right to complete subjective
participation in the marriage, as well as being allowed the consent of divorce. Lewalski notes
that in such works as his divorce tracts, Milton advances beyond the view of women as
“cither sex objects or mother figures.”

Miiton also advances beyond this view in his great narrative poems. His masque
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known as Comus, which he originally tiled A Mask presented at Ludlow Castle, 1634, is one
of the poems which female critics cite as a representative portrayal of Milton’s favorable
view of women. Comus presents the Lady, an unmarried woman character, entangled in a
male-dominant world. She is traveling with her two brothers to visit their father: when
traveling in the woods, she becomes captured by Comus, who is disguised as a harmless
shepherd. He attempts to sexually threaten her. Milton’s characterization of the Lady
intensifies and substantiates the view that he often portrays his women characters as strong-
minded individuals. In Comus, this concept is fully illustrated by the Lady’s steadfast moral
integrity and the strength of character and virtue she consistently demonstrates.

The righteous and steadfast moral views the Lady holds shows Milton’s attitude that
women can be strong minded if they are given a free choice. One of the first instances where
the Lady displays her moral strength is when the disguised Comus attempts to convince her
to drink his magical potion in order to cause her to release her passion; he also tries to
transform her *“Into some brutish form of Wolf, or Bear/Or Ounce, or Ti ger, Hog, or bearded
Goat” (1. 69-70). Comus is unable to verbally convince the Lady to perform such actions he
wants her to do because she is able to distinguish true good from evil. Her values may ix:
seen through such speeches as:

I would not taste thy treasonous offer; none
But such as are good men can give things,
And that which is not good, is not delicious
To a well-govern'd and wise appetite.
(11. 702-705)

The Lady, in other words, asserts that if any potion is not good for a person, then it will not
taste good. Hence, it should not be taken. Comus also attempts to seduce the Lady by
arguing that the world desires its inhabitants to utilize its beauty; therefore, by analogy her
beauty and chastity only are meaningful if she uses them. He further attempts to deceive her
by saying that the true way to please God is to lavishly use all the good He has created. In
this argument, Comus tries to sway the Lady into feeling guilty for not using her beauty to
conceive a beautiful child; yet she is so strong that even this powerful argument Comus
presents cannot persuade her. She tells him, “Twill not, false traitor,/” Twill not restore the
truth and honesty/ That thou hast banish’t from thy tongue with lies” (Il. 690-692). Comus
further threatens he will “rape’ her with his phallic wand; the Lady's reaction is “Fool, do not
boast,/Thou canst not touch the freedom of my mind” (1. 661-662).

By using his magic, Comus causes the Lady to be stuck in a chair; therefore her
body and mind are split. Yet she nevertheless understands that as long as her mind remains
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strong, it does not matter that her body is in a position beyond her control. Comus tells the

I ady that she should not mistreat her body by denying it refreshment after puttng it through
such a laborious task. Again, the Lady adheres to her righteous views by confronting him
with his dishonesty and asserting that if he is false, then the gifts he has to offer her are also
false. She acknowledges that only the good and true may give gifts that are good and true (ll.
801-812). In all of her verbal counterattacks, the Lady substantiates that her moral values
defeat Comus’ seductive arguments. This aspect of the Lady’s characterization represents
Milton’s attitude that it is essential for women to be granted the opportunities to think and
choose for themselves; this way, they will become able to develop and hold their own moral
values.

Strength of character and virtue is another significant aspect of the Lady’s
characterization; Milton’s portrayal of her character shows that women are capable of
becoming equal to, or even more virtuous than, men. Throughout Comus, the Lady
consistently maintains an extraordinary rational character, and her speeches often reflect her
high value of virtue. When she is lost and alone in the woods, she is not afraid because she
understands that:

The virtuous mind, that ever walks attended
By a strong siding champion Conscience. —
O welcome pure-ey’d Faith, white-handed Hope,
Thou hov’ring Angel girt with golden wings,
And thou unblemish’t form of Chastity,
I see ye visibly...
(1. 211-216)

The Lady sees that virtues such as Faith, Hope, and especially, Chastity, will guide her
through any obstacltes she may meet, no matter how rough they may become. Another
situation in Comus which illustrates the Lady’s strong virtue is her elder brother’s assertion
that this virtue of her mind will help her to remain safe physically when she 1s lost:

Yet a hidden strength
Which if Heav’'n gave it may be termed her own:
“Tis chastity, my brother chastity:
She has that, is clad in complete steel.
(1. 418-421)

The Lady also shows she is more virtuous than Comus in one of her many rebuttals
to his temptations:
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If every just man that now pines with want
Had but a moderate and beseeming share
Of that which lewdly-pamper’d Luxury
Now heaps upon some few with vast excess,
Nature’s full blessings would be well dispens’t
In unsuperflous even proportion.

(. 768-773)

Her rebuttal implies that in the Platonic value system, anyone *“great” who has a high position
in the social hierarchy should humble himself or herself, imagine being in a position of
serving the people above, and then determining what would be just for all. The Lady further
understands that nature’s “full blessings” should be distributed in “even Proportion”; they
should not be lavished on a privileged “few” and withheld from others equally or more
deserving. Such insights reflect the Lady’s powerful, actually quite radical, interpretation of
Justice. This argument she gives may also be the most serious argument Milton ever gives as
a political liberal. In such arguments, Milton shows that in comparison to Comus, the Lady
has a superior insight to abstract qualities such as justice; Comus’ values are superficial.

Milion’s characterization of the Lady is one of many illustrations which show that
he is far from being a misogynist. Since Milton’s time, there have been three centuries of
progress toward equal liberty for the sexes, and during his lifetime, Milton advocated and
supported this liberty. The views that the woman was created for man’s pleasure and that the
wife is subordinate to the husband are not emphasized in Comus or in Milton’s other works.
As McColley writes, “Milton himself narrowed the gender gap considerably.” His
charactenization of the Lady not only displays the theme of the female’s potential of
developing steadfast moral values and virtuous minds; her characterization also shows that it
is essential that men and women should both strive to become virtuous humans with
righteous moral values.
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Self Deception

1S

pasty

cover-up scam

like balanced

glass blocks

on a rough
wooden shelf
in a rickety
train station

that creaks and rattles

at night

Cami Greenfield
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What Sharon Said
by Bridget Brady

Sharon, I said, I'm tired.

And | could feel the flesh of her eyes search the ceiling, looking for
shapes in the random pattern of the once-white now yellow with tobacco
smoke.

I'm tired too, she said.

Very.

So

tired.

Why, do you think? I said.

Do I think? she said.

And | knew she was breathing a littled heavier, a little quicker with parted
lips,

her hot breath escaping over her tongue and through her once-white teeth
now

yellow with tobacco smoke.

I understand how you feel, I said.
Do you, she said.

Why, do you think? I said.

Yes, why do we? she said.

And Sharon rolled over to face the wall, pulling the covers tight, her body
curling like some fat sow-bug just touched by a curious child- finger
poking at nature.

And gradually she began to breathe again.

A little deeper, a little softer.

And I listened.

And I thought.

And I lay awake in the night.

And
ITam
tired.
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Elena
by Steve Matthiason

The first time | ever kissed a girl was in the third grade. We were sitting cross-
legged in a circle on the floor of the bedroom that Marie and Grace O’ Niell shared, that
converted garage, playing spin the bottle with Grace’s hairbrush. 1t was a big one, real
wide and heavy with those soft bristles, the kind with the pearl luster, so it really whipped
around on that short carpet.

It was Marie€’s tum to spin the brush. Since she was eying Elena Martin
maliciously, and I had escaped so far unscathed, | was paying more attention to my foot
which had fallen asleep than I was to the brush. It came to a rest pointing at me, however,
causing the prickles in my leg to disappear, instead focusing my attention on Marie’s
voice ringing across the circle,

“Ok, Steve, kiss— no, french-kiss Elena.”

Oh shit. And Elena was getting up to stand in the circle, looking down at me
expectantly, so very apparently one-year-older-than-me, and I was thinking about how I
knew for a fact that she had kissed other guys before, and God what is this going to be
like.

Stumbling up on my one awake foot I stepped out over to Elena, felt her grasp
my head with both her hands down behind my ears, saw her enormous face loom down
over me, drawing me in, and mummiphmph her mouth was pressed against mine. Dark
warm wetness spanned by slick teeth and that intruding active tongue and then [ was
released; though through the relief I was a little disappointed that it was over with so fast.
I sat back down in my place, tasting copper with a hint of grape Hubba Bubba and
thinking amorous thoughts.

It was at least three or four years before I had another opportunity to kiss a girl.
Elena, on the other hand, stuck right with boys, eventually running away from home in
high school with a drug dealer. By that time I didn’t want to kiss her again.
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